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Welcome back everyone—we 
missed you! 

 
We hope you are returning to school feel-
ing refreshed after a relaxing break with 
family and friends.  It has been lovely to 

catch up with everybody’s news this week 
and to see all the     children so keen to get 

back to their studies.   
 

Here’s to a 2018 full of fun and    learn-
ing. 

 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


In our assemblies this week we have been thinking about learning heroes.  On Monday, Miss Glen-
ny shared a story she read in the newspaper about a nine year old school boy called Qu Sinian who 
has to do his home learning on a motorway flyover bridge!  This is because Qu’s family live in one 
room without adequate lighting.  Amazingly, Qu is not deterred by these challenging circumstances 
and works outside until sundown on his studies.  Because of his determination and hard work, he is 
making excellent progress and is well on the way to fulfilling his dream of becoming a doctor.  What 
a learning hero! 
 
On Tuesday, Miss Glenny read the picture book “Malala’s Magic Pencil” which re-tells the life story 
of a more well known learning hero, Malala Yousafzai.  As you may know, Malala has campaigned 

for girls to be allowed access to education.      Be-
cause of her work, in 2012 she was shot in the 
head by members of the Taliban who wished to 
silence her.  Thankfully, Malala recovered from 
her awful injuries and is now living in Britain.  She 
travels the world continuing her fight for girls’ 
education and, in 2014, was awarded The Nobel 
Peace Prize in recognition of her work. 
 
Every day we see lots of home grown learning 
heroes at Sydenham Primary School.  Keep up the 
good work everyone! 



 

“This new version of Julius Caesar is the perfect introduction to Shakespeare for 7 to 13 year olds. 

A company of actors have travelled up and down the land performing their stories. Now they've     ar-
rived in your town to tell a tale of friendship and betrayal. Caesar, Rome's leader, has returned from 

war stronger than ever, but some of his followers are questioning his powers. The plotting  continues... 

Part of our First Encounters with Shakespeare series, these engaging adaptations are 90 minutes long, 
use Shakespeare's original language and ask audiences to participate in the story. They are a fantastic 
first step into Shakespeare for children, families and schools.” (Royal Shakespeare Company,         First 

Encounters website.) 

On Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th January, the RSC are visiting Sydenham to rehearse and perform 
Julius Caesar, First Encounters.  Pupils in Key Stage Two will be invited to watch the performance of 
this exciting play which they know and love thanks to the work undertaken during last term’s    Shake-
speare Week.  

Please note that use of the school halls will be severely restricted on January 29th and 30th due to 
rehearsals and the performance.  This means we are unable to serve hot      dinners to children un-
less they are in Reception.  All children in Y1—6 will need to bring a packed lunch on these days (the 
school kitchen will provide a packed lunch for any child eligible for free school meals.) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/first-encounters-julius-caesar/tour-venues




We have received this thank you card from Myton Hospice in recognition of school’s 
fundraising work at Christmas.  Well done to Mrs Murphy and our Y6 recorder 

players who played carols in the ASDA coffee shop to raise money for the hospice.  
You all did a brilliant job! 





 
Tuesday 16th January 2018    Y5 JvS class assembly at 9.15 am. 
 
Tuesday 16th January 2018    SAT’s information session for Y6 parents, 6.00pm in the 
        Y6 classroom. 
 
Wednesday 17th January 2018   Bake It Up club starts, 3.20—4.45pm. 
 
Friday 19th January January 2018  Phonics information session for YR RK parents. 
 
Tuesday 23rd January 2018    Y5 CB class assembly. 
 
Wednesday 24th January 2018   Height and weight checks for YR and Y6. 
 
Friday 26th January 2018    PTA discos for YR; Y1/2/3 and Y4/5/6. 
 
Monday 29th January 2018    RSC in school to rehearse Julius Caesar. 
 
Tuesday 30th January 2018    RSC performance in school of Julius Caesar. 
 
Monday 29/Tuesday 30th January 2018 All children except YR and those eligible for free school  
                                                meals) need to bring a packed lunch—no hot dinners for 
         Y1—6 
 
Tuesday 6th February 2018    Y4 KG  class assembly. 
 
Monday 12th February 2018   No  teacher led clubs this week except Breakfast Club  
        and Butterflies After School Club. 
 
Tuesday 13th February 2018   Y3 JM class assembly.  
 

H A L F    T E R M—Break up Friday 16th February 2018 
 

Monday 26th February 2018   Return to school after the half-term holiday. 
 
Tuesday 27th February 2018   Y6 class assembly. 
 
Tuesday 6th March 2018    Y3 AH class assembly. 
 
Wednesday 7th March 2018    Last Bake It Up session. 
 
Tuesday 13th March 2018    Y2 ES class assembly. 
 
Tuesday 20th March 2018    Y2 HC class assembly. 
 
Tuesday 27th March 2018    Last Bayleaf Cookery School session. 
 
Tuesday 27th March 2018    Y1 MBB and Y1 JL class assembly 
 
Wednesday 28th March 2018   Y6 trip to The Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 
 
 
 



 

Congratulations to all of this week’s KS2 Sydenham Super Stars! 

 

Congratulations to all of this week’s YR/KS1 Sydenham Super Stars! 

Have a fun weekend! 
Best wishes from Miss Glenny 

(Associate Headteacher) 


