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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  13: Freedom of Expression 

Well done to our Young   
Interpreters who are working 

hard in school to provide 
peer support for pupils who 
are in the early stages of  

acquiring English.. 

Young Interpreters undergo 
specific training to prepare 

for this role and are selected 
on the basis of different per-

sonal qualities they may 
have. They enable newly  
arrived EAL pupils to feel 
safe, settled and valued. 

Here are Lara and Defne 
who both speak Turkish. 

They love learning together. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  3:  Best Interests of the Child 

This week in school, we have been celebrating Safer Internet Day.  This event aims to 
inspire a national conversation about using technology responsibly,  respectfully,      
critically and creatively.  Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre the          
celebration sees hundreds of organisations get involved to help promote the safe,      
responsible and positive use of digital technology for children and young people.  

The theme for Safer Internet Day this year is “Identity.”  The campaign aims to        
challenge the following misconception: 

It encourages children to think about the content 
they post online and reminds them that they 
shouldn’t send messages, comments, videos and 
pictures that they would not like to receive     
themselves. 

By opening up conversations around online     
identity, the campaign also aims to inspire young 
people to support each other in being who they 
want to be, to celebrate difference, and help work 
towards creating a truly inclusive internet.  



Although child-friendly apps can make using the internet a more accessible and enjoyable       
experience, the thousands of apps available for different types of people mean it’s important to 
make sure children use appropriate ones. 

 

 

What are the dangers of an under-age social networking account? 
 Many sites include an instant message function which allows private conversations 

between site members 
 Most social networking sites have an app version available, meaning your child will 

have access to the social network from their smartphone or tablet. Some app versions 
of social networks use the location of the phone. 

 Information shared between friends can be easily copied and may spread 
 It isn’t easy to take back information that has been posted – and can be impossible if 

it’s already been shared. 
 Not everyone your child meets online will be who they say they are. Chatrooms and 

forums can connect people who are complete strangers and can be unmoderated 
 Chatrooms and forums are one of the places online groomers go to connect with   

children. They can also be places where people use a lot of sexual language and     
engage in online flirting. This is sometimes done through video chat programs. 

We know that some children in school are using the apps listed below.  Please be aware 
that they are NOT recommended for children of primary school age.   

 

Whatsapp 16yrs+ 
Youtube 13yrs+ 

TikTok13yrs+ Snapchat13yrs+ 

As you know, it is the responsibility of every parent/carer to keep their child safe from 
harm online.  Please visit the following websites to find out more information about which apps, 
websites and games are suitable for young children: 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/what-age-can-my-child-start-social-networking/  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  5: Parental Guidance 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/what-age-can-my-child-start-social-networking/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/


UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  12: Respect for the Views of the Child 

Congratulations to the children pictured above who are our new Digital             
Ambassadors.  They will keep abreast of developments in technology and will also 
take responsibility for ensuring that all children know how to stay safe online.  In  
addition, our ambassadors will meet regularly with Mrs Madahar and Mr Hawes 

and will feed back the outcomes of their discussions to their classmates. 









UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  24:  Health 



 

Year 2 have loved taking part in home learning opportunities linked to 
their topic 'Land Ahoy'. They have created: maps, messages in a    
bottle, visited some brilliant attractions, painted pictures and created 
some spectacular treasure chests. The teachers in Year 2 would like to 
thank all of the parents for their support with this.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  31:  Leisure, Play and Culture. 



 

Huge congratulations to Jessi in Year 5 who represented Sydenham in 
the Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire talent show at The Spa Centre 
this week.  Jessi sang solo on stage, performing a wonderful version of 
“My Favourite Things” from The Sound of Music.  Jessi was cheered on 
by members of her family.  Like us, they were very proud of her 
achievement. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  31:  Leisure, Play and Culture. 



On Wednesday, Y1 went to the Forest School area to see at first hand how The Great Fire of     
London destroyed Pudding Lane.  Model buildings made by the children were safely set alight by 
Miss Capper, one of our fully trained  Forest School Leaders. The children watched in amazement as 
the flames quickly devoured the buildings. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  29:  Goals of Education 



World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March.   

This international event is celebrated in over 100 countries and is in its 23rd year.  It  
promotes the work of authors and illustrators as well as the joy of books and reading.   

In school, children will be celebrating World Book Day by spending the week beginning Monday 2nd 
March exploring high quality picture books through art, drama, reading and writing.  Each year group 
will focus on a special picture book and children are invited to come to school wearing a     
costume  related to their book on Thursday 5th March. 

The books for each year group are as follows: 

Year 
Group 

Book Title and Author Children can come to school dressed as... 

Reception  

 

 

“Croc and Bird” by Alex Deacon. 

Come as a crocodile or bird.  

Ideas:  Wear feathers or wings; make a head-
dress or a crazy crocodile tail; paint scales on 
your face. 

Year 1  

 

 

 

“The Dark” by Lemony Snicket. 

Wear your pyjamas to school. 

Ideas: Come in a onesie or pyjamas; try a   
dressing gown.  If you’re wearing slippers, don’t 
forget your outdoor shoes for playtime! 

Year 2  

 

 

 

“The Secret Sky Garden” by Linda 
Sarah 

Come dressed as something from the garden. 

Ideas:  Make a gardener’s costume; dress as a 
fairy or a garden gnome; become a wriggly 
worm or a snail with your house on your back; 
make a flower headdress or wear a flowery 
dress, skirt or shirt. 

Year 3  

 

 

 

“The Story Machine” by Tom 
McLaughlin 

Dress as your favourite story character. 

Ideas:  Pick a character from a traditional tale 
or your favourite book.  Characters from      
television programmes, comics or computer 
games are not allowed!  Remember we are   
celebrating the wonder of BOOKS. 



Year 4  

 

 

 

 

“Gregory Cool” by Caroline Binch. 

Come dressed for a tropical climate. 

Ideas: Wear holiday clothes; bring a cap and 
sunglasses; don your Bermuda shorts or bring a 
rubber ring!  Don’t wear anything skimpy and 
remember you will need to be warm.  Flip-flops 
are not allowed for health and safety reasons. 

Year 5  

 

 

 

 

“Varmints” by Helen Ward. 

Become a woodland creature: 

Ideas: Wear rabbit ears and a fluffy tail or 
come in stripes as a bee; wear round spectacles 
to look like a mole; spike up your hair so you 
look like a hedgehog! 

Year 6  

 

 

 

“Ocean Meets Sky”  by Terry and 
Eric Fan. 

Be an explorer. 

Ideas:  Come dressed to explore the jungle, the 
desert or the polar regions; make a telescope or 
binoculars; tie a bandana around your head 
and wear walking boots; camouflage yourself 
using face paint. 

As part of World 
Book Day, each 
child will receive 
a £1.00 voucher 
which can be      
exchanged for 
any of the books 
you can see here.  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  29:  Goals of Education 





UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  5: Parental Guidance 

Tayyaba in Year Two recently wrote to school expressing her sadness that some families are 
struggling to feed their families due to a lack of money.  She came up with the brilliant idea of 
collecting food and toiletries to donate to our local food bank at St Mary’s Church. 

Working together with Lacey-Mae, Jaya, Chloe and Amelia, Tayyaba has planned a special  
donation week in school.  As you can see from the letter on the next page and the posters    
displayed around school, we need your help in collecting tins and packets of food as well as 
toiletries to help out local, families in need of temporary help. 

Suggested donations are: 

 Tinned fruit and vegetables. 

 Tea, coffee, sugar, dried milk. 

 Pasta, rice, noodles, lentils. 

 Cereals. 

 Jars of peanut butter, jam, marmalade. 

 Dried fruit and nuts. 

Many thanks in anticipation of your support. 







What are the prizes? 

As well as attending a spectacular 500 Words Final at Buckingham Palace where  super-
star celebrities will read the winning stories live on the radio, six amazing illustrators:   
Tony Ross, Fiona Lumbers, David McKee, Sue Cheung, David Roberts, and Margaret 
Sturton will each be set the task of illustrating one the winning stories. 

The winners in each age category will also receive: 

Gold Winners - Chris Evans' height in books and 500 books for their school. 

Silver Winners - HRH The Duchess of Cornwall's height in books. 

Bronze Winners - Their own height in books. 

There is also a BRAND NEW Prize for 2020 - it doesn’t matter how good your  story 
is; just that you enter one. One entrant will be selected at random to receive a fabulous 
book bundle and an invite to the final (for child plus a parent or guardian). They will also 
win 500 books for their school – so the more pupils a school has that has entered the 
more chances they have of winning a brand new library! 

All entries must be submitted online by Thursday 27th February at 8pm.                  



Updated Wuhan Coronavirus information (13th February 2020): 06:30) 

 

Current situation 

We would like to share the following information with you about the current situation regarding the 
Coronavirus originating from China.  

There are now nine patients in England who have tested positive for Coronavirus to date, none of 
whom are in the West Midlands region. Of the remaining 1750 tests that have been undertaken in 
the UK to date, all have been confirmed as negative. 

The risk to individuals in the UK remains low. 

 

Key advice for returning travellers 

Detailed information and advice for the public can be found here (this is regularly updated): 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public 

It is now recommended that all travellers who have symptoms of cough or fever or shortness of 
breath, however mild, within 14 days of returning from China, Thailand, Japan, Republic of    
Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia or Macau, should self-isolate at home immediately 
and call NHS 111.  

However, if you have specifically returned from Wuhan or Hubei province in the last 14 days, 
please follow this advice even if you do not have symptoms of the virus: 

 Stay indoors and avoid contact with other people as you would with other flu viruses. 

 Call NHS 111 to inform them of your recent travel to the city. 

Travel advice 

Current advice is against all travel to Hubei province, and all but essential travel to the rest of   
mainland China (with the exception of Hong Kong and Macao). British nationals are also now      
advised to leave China if they are able.  

Updated travel advice can be found here (this is regularly updated):  

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fwuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public&data=02%7C01%7Cnadiainglis%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7Cb2a4afa2b2be41175c3608d7a3d3dbeb%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china


 

 

ENTER THIS COLOURING COMPETITION FOR A CHANCE 
TO WIN A FAMILY TICKET TO ELDERFLOWER FIELDS 

MIDLANDS THIS MAY! 
If you’ve seen one of our 2020 flyers out and about, you may have already spotted 
that on the reverse side is a beautiful wild colouring pattern for the kids (or grown-up 
kids…)  Perfect for a bit of distraction on a rainy half term day! 
 
To encourage you to get your mindful colouring hats on, we’ll be giving away a   
family ticket to this year’s festival worth over £250 to one lucky winner. Anyone can 
enter, but children are strongly encouraged – winners will be picked at random once 
the competition closes. And don’t worry – if you already have your festival tickets for 
this year and you’re lucky enough to win, you can roll the prize over to 2021! 
 
To enter, simply send us your masterpiece before midnight on Sunday 19th April. You 
can do that by either Tweeting a picture to us @ElderflowerFest or tagging us on   
Instagram @ElderflowerFields – in either case, use the hashtag ElderflowerFields. Or 
you can email us a photo or scan to hello@elderflowerfields.co.uk. Don’t forget 
to include the artists name and age. Happy colouring! 

DON’T HAVE A FLYER? DOWNLOAD THE COLOURING 
IN PATTERN HERE: EF2020 COLOURING COMP 

If your family enjoys festivals, you might like to enter the       
following competition.  See details below from the festival    
website (the colouring picture is on the next page of the     

newsletter.) 

https://twitter.com/elderflowerfest
https://www.instagram.com/elderflowerfields/
https://midlands.elderflowerfields.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/EFm20-A5-Colouring-Comp.pdf




Well done to Y3 J M-L who had the highest attend-
ance at school this week with a brilliant 100% 

Attendance for other classes this week was as follows: 

Y1 CD   99% 

Y1 EL   98% 

Y2 AP   97% 

Y4 AH   97% 

Y6 KG   97% 

Y5 CB   96% 

Y4 SM   95% 

Y5 RA   95% 

Y3 JL   93% 

Y6 JvS   93% 

YR RK   91% 

Y2 CP   91% 

YR LS   83% 

Please note that our school attendance target  is 
97%.  The minimum acceptable attendance, as      

stipulated by Warwickshire Local Authority, is 95%.  
Low attendance results in poorer educational       

progress and attainment. 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article  3:  Best Interests of the Child 

javascript:doPop('/med/P124188.jpg',400,194,0);


 

HALF-TERM Monday 17th February—Friday 21st February 2020 

 

Monday 24th February    Return to school. 

Friday 28th February     MUFTI (non-uniform) Day—bring 50p to wear your 
        own choice of  clothes or disco outfit. 

Tuesday 3rd March     SAT’s information session for Y6 parents/carers in Y6 
        KG classroom at 3.30pm 

Tuesday 3rd March     Y5 RA visit Pizza Express. 

Thursday 5th March     World Book Day—more details on pages 12-13. 

Thursday 5th March     Teachers from Bunkyo University, Japan, visiting. 

Friday 6th March     Writing workshop for Reception parents/carers at  
        9.00am 

Monday 9th March     Spanish Week. 

Monday 9th  March     SAT’s information session for Y62parents/carers in Y2
        AP classroom at 3.30pm 

Tuesday 25th February    YR LS class assembly at 10.15am. 

Tuesday 17th March     Y3 JM-L class assembly at 9.15am. 

Tuesday 17th March     YR RK class assembly at 10.15am. 

Friday 20th March     Parents’ Evening appointments sent home. 

Friday 27th March     MUFTI (non-uniform) Day—bring 50p to wear your 
        own choice of  clothes or disco outfit. 

Monday 30th March     Rock Steady concert at 2.00pm. 

Tuesday 31st March     Parents’ Evening, 3.30—5.30pm. 

Thursday 2nd April     Parents’ Evening, 3.30—7.00pm 

 

EASTER HOLIDAY Monday 6th April—Friday 17th April 2020 

School will be closed on the following dates for INSET (teacher Training) in 2020:      
Monday 20th April, Monday 20th July. 

 

 

 



 

We hope you had a happy Valentine’s Day.  Enjoy the weekend. 

Best wishes from Miss Glenny and Miss Challand 

 

 


