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Watch out, watch out!   

There are Vikings about! 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


This week, the Y4 classroom was transformed into a Viking village as the children spent 
Wednesday and Thursday fully immersed in all things Viking! From traditional crafts to 
movement and battle tactics, the children had the opportunity to experience what life 
might have been like during this fascinating period in history. 
 
To start, the children became Viking craftspeople, sewing and creating their own pouches, 
just as Vikings would have used to carry tools or small treasures. Using beads and string, 
they also made Viking headpieces, focusing on patterns, symmetry, and careful threading. 
Their journey didn’t stop at crafts as the children also took part in a Viking dance ritual, 
learning how movement and rhythm played a role in Viking celebration and storytelling. 
This was a brilliant chance for them to express themselves creatively while developing their 
understanding of Viking culture. 
 
Finally, the children engaged in a war scenario, stepping into the roles of Viking warriors 
to practise strategy, teamwork, and communication. There was a real buzz in the air as 
they re-enacted the high-stakes world of raids and battle formations (safely, of course!). 
This exciting experience supported our History curriculum by helping the children            
understand the everyday lives, beliefs, and behaviours of Viking people, and brought the 
topic to life in a way they’ll never forget. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 





 

Pupils across the school have been taking part in the RBO’s Design and Create Project, an 
exciting initiative that introduces children to the world of theatre production. As part of the 
project, classes learned how professional designers plan and construct stage environments, 
before applying these ideas to their own work.  

Reception pupils designed scenery for their Nativity performance, drawing on the         
characters and settings they have been exploring in class. Children in Years One and Two 
created scenery inspired by their recent theatre trip to see The Tiger Who Came to Tea, 
capturing the colourful, playful mood of the production. Meanwhile, older pupils took on a 
more complex challenge, designing sets based on Alice in Wonderland, a ballet from the 
RBO repertoire. Across the school, the project has sparked imagination and encouraged  
pupils to think creatively about how stories are brought to life on stage.  

Pupils sketched their own scenery, experimented with colour and texture, and then brought 
their ideas to life by creating detailed theatre models. We were extremely impressed by the 
results, which are showcased in the photographs on the following pages.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



 



 







The design process for older pupils began with an exploration of the plot and characters 
from Alice in Wonderland. Working from a script, the children selected key moments in the 
story to recreate as freeze-frames, helping them develop a deeper understanding of the  
narrative. This insight informed their setting designs, which they explored and refined 
through thoughtful sketchbook work  







Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 

Year Three have begun drafting vivid setting descriptions for a story set in a cold, snowy 
landscape. Pupils were encouraged to imagine what they might see, hear and feel in this 
environment, then carefully selected figurative language to bring the scene to life. The   
children experimented with powerful adjectives and similes, and even had a go at using 
fronted adverbials to enhance their writing.  



In Reception this week, our pupils have been exploring fir trees through a    
wonderful hands-on art activity. They began by touching and smelling real fir 
branches, taking time to notice their textures and shapes. Using these            
observations, the children created careful pencil sketches of the branches and 
needles. Next, they will be developing their artwork further by painting their fir 
trees using watercolours. We can’t wait to see the beautiful results!  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



This week in English, Year 6 
worked on improving a full piece 
of dialogue, focusing on making 
conversations more realistic,    
engaging and expressive. The 
children showed brilliant          
attention to detail, carefully     
refining punctuation, varying 
speech tags and adding actions 
to reveal character and emotion. 
Their writing was thoughtful,  
ambitious and full of personality, 
with many pupils making clear, 
purposeful choices to enhance 

meaning and impact.  

It was a real pleasure to see the confidence and  
creativity in their work, and the   standard of    
writing produced was something they should be 
very proud of . 



In Woodwork Club this week, our Year 4/5 pupils made their own wooden spinning tops, 
inspired by the tradition of Jewish families making and playing with dreidels during       
Hanukkah. The children worked carefully and safely, using tools with growing confidence 
and precision, while also learning about the cultural significance behind the object they 
were creating. The quality of craftsmanship, focus and pride in their finished spinning tops 
was fantastic, and it was lovely to see pupils combining practical skills with curiosity and 
respect for different traditions.  

A dreidel is a four-sided spinning top that holds an 
important place in the Jewish celebration of       
Hanukkah. Each side is marked with a Hebrew  
letter—Nun, Gimel, Hei and Shin—which together 
form an acronym meaning “A great miracle hap-
pened there,” referring to the Hanukkah miracle in 
which a small amount of oil burned for eight days 
in the rededicated Temple. Traditionally, children 
play a dreidel game using chocolate coins or small 
tokens, with the letters indicating whether players 
win or lose pieces. Beyond being a fun activity, the 
dreidel serves as a reminder of Jewish history,    
resilience and the enduring significance of the     
Hanukkah story.  Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 15: Freedom of Association 



During Forest School this week, Year 6 took full responsibility for building and lighting a 
fire completely from scratch, applying everything they have learned about fire safety and 
outdoor procedures. The children demonstrated excellent knowledge of the fire triangle, 
safe distances and responsible tool use, while developing practical skills such as preparing 
tinder, building a stable fire structure and lighting it successfully. Just as importantly, they 
showed mature behaviours throughout the session, working collaboratively, taking turns, 
assessing risks and supporting one another. Their calm focus and sense of responsibility 
were outstanding, and they were rewarded with the chance to toast marshmallows         
together – a well-earned end to a brilliant session of independent, hands-on learning.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



Year Three have been enjoying the new wet-play 
resources kindly provided by the PTA. Pupils have 
been busy drawing pictures and making book-
marks for one another, although their favourite 

activity by far is 
building with Lego. 
We’ve seen some 
wonderful,        
collaborative play 
and some           
incredibly  creative 
models.  Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leosure, Play and Culture. 



 

 

 

 

Our Christmas concert season continued this week with wonderful performances 
from Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. Each show featured a rich programme of          
traditional, modern and pagan songs, complemented by readings from much-
loved poems and the Bible.  

The children impressed us all with their clear speaking and confident singing. 
We would like to extend our thanks to our music teacher, Mrs Harcourt, who 
prepared the pupils so thoroughly and conducted each concert with great skill.  

There are photographs of each performance for you to enjoy on the next few 
pages.  We are looking forward to our final show next week, the Reception   
Nativity.  We are sure this will be a very special event. 

 
Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture. 























 

We will be raising money for Water Aid on    

Wednesday 17th December by participating in a 
Santa Dash. 

If you’re able to, please make a financial       
contribution via Parent Pay.  Even a small      

donation of £1 will make a difference. Thank 











 

Thursday 11th, Friday 12th 
and Monday 15th December 

PTA Present Wrap Room. 

Thursday 11th December at 
2.15pm 

Y6 Carol Concert—parents and carers of children in this 
year group are warmly invited to attend. 

Thursday 11th December Y4 Viking Day 2. 

Monday 15th December Rocksteady concert at 2.15pm. 

Monday 15th December Y2 visit to Warwick Castle. 

Tuesday 16th December Christmas lunch. 

Wednesday 17th December YR Nativity (new date.)  Parents and carers of    children 
in this year group are warmly invited to attend. 

Wednesday 17th December MUFTI—wear a Christmas jumper or festive outfit and   
donate £1.00 to Water Aidvia ParentPay. 

Wednesday 17th December Santa Dash in aid of Water Aid. 

Monday 22nd December—Friday 2nd January, school closed for Christmas    
holiday. 

Pupils return to school on Monday 5th January 

Parking on the School Site 

Parking on the school site is NOT allowed unless you are a 
Blue Badge holder or have made a prior arrangement with    
either the Associate or Executive Headteacher of school. 

Thank you for respecting the health and safety of our school 
community. 



Enjoy the weekend. 

Best wishes from Miss 
Glenny 


