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This week there was a =5\ /2
festive feel at school as we
enjoged carol concerts and <

Christmas lunch!
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On Tuesday, the children tucked into

a traditional Christmas meal of

‘ turkey, stuffing roast potatoes,

Yorkshire pud and, of course,
SPROUTS!
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There were crackers (containing some

awful jokes!) and special hats to wear.




For desert, the children enjoyed

home-made shortbread biscuits in

the shape of Santa, reindeers, bells

and Christmas trees.




Thank you to everyone in the Ritchen

for cooking such a lovely lunch.




On Monday, pupils in Reception,

Year One and Year Two travelled to
Warwick Arts Centre to watch Tall

Stories perform “Smeds and Smoos.”




The show featured puppets and some very
funny aliens! It told the story and Janet and
Bill who wanted to be friends even though

their parents didn’t agree.
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There were lots of songs, and dances as well

as brilliant costumes. Thankfully, Janet and
Bill were finally able to be friends and fall in

love—a wonderful happy ending.




Years 1—6 performed in carol
concerts this week. It was difficult to
take photographs during each show

but here are pictures of the children

in their dress rehearsals.
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Years One and Two worked with Mrs Harcourt to I

put on a lovely concert. The singing was wonderful. "
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ﬁlree and Four
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Years Three to Six worked with Mrs Murphg in Music H

., lessons and Mrs Radomski in singing assemblies to

prepare for their concerts.
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Impp Years Five and Six sang
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in English, French and
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There were some compllcated

solos and group parts.

Years Five and Six



We were also treated to

recorder, flute and clarinet

playing.




Well done to all the children and a HUGE thank you to

the grown ups who prepared these fabulous concerts. We

hope they bring you many happy memories.




Unicef@} Convention on the Rights of the Child

UNITED KINGDOM

' Article 14: Freedom of Thought, Belief and Religion
) @:L@ﬂirms &
SCHOOLS

Year 6 visited St Mary's church this
week in order to learn about the
“| birth of Jesus, and who he is to

| Christians.

’ The children were asked to immerse
themselves in different parts of the
| story of the nativity to try and see
what Jesus meant from the perspec-
tives of several people, including the

shepherds, King Herod, and Mary .

This was a brilliant way for the
children to engage with their local
community and learn about the
religion of Christianity, whilst
getting them into the festive spirit.




The children used their journalistic

= skills to investigate poor Joseph’s
situation - his ﬁancée was pregnant
but he wasn't the father! Pupils
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“““““l ‘.‘ I:“ hm' * | travelled to various zones and heard
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from shepherds, King Herod and

even Mary herself to get to the
] ' [ | bottom of the mystery. During the
live talk show with special guest
Joseph, children had the opportunity
| to explain the situation to him and
convince him to stay by Mary’s side.
Joseph’s mother took some
convincing, but a visit from Angel

Gabriel seemed to do the trick



mulled apple juice.

Pomanders are oranges studded with cloves and the term is derived from the French
"pomme d'ambre,” meaning "apple of amber.” These aromatic treasures were initially
concocted as a remedy against the plague, believed to ward off the disease with their
powerful scents. They are now a festive tradition, designed to make your household smell
wonderful. The children learned about the history of them before making their own by
pushing cloves into an orange in a design of their choosing, boosting fine motor skills and

allowing them to be creative .

The children made and lit their own fire to heat up the mulled apple juice. It takes great
care and responsibility to light a fire, but doing so brings out a very human reaction of
pride and satisfaction, which is a great way to develop children’s confidence. Once the fire
was lit pupils talked about what spice meant, and how spices are used across different
cultures all over the world. The children then added cinnamon sticks, five spice and cloves

to our apple juice before serving hot
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As part of Year Six’s topic on Evolution and
Inheritance, pupils looked at inherited and
environmental characteristics and the
features that can potentially be passed
down generations. The children then looked
at a variety of Mr Men to consider what

T

their offspring may look like!
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Wear a festive outfit to school on Friday 20th

December and make a donation to the local

O O

You could choose a party dress, O
Santa suit or Christmas jumper. Jazz things

charity, Parenting Project.

up with festive accessories to complete your
look!
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o NHS
UK Health
Security

Agency

Should | keep my

child off
school?

Yes

Until...

at least 5 days from the orsst of the rash and
Chickenpax until all biksters have crusted over

Dilarrhices and Yomiting 48 hours atter thelr last eplsode

they ra langer have a high temperature and
Cokd and Flulke liness o el enough 1o attend. Follow the national

R guidance It they've testad posttive far COVID-19,

mm Er;?mfnh:rfém:“ﬁhulm ol 48 hours ‘
Measies 4 days after the rash first appearsd \
Mumps 5 days atter the swelling started

Scables they've had thelr first treatment

Scariet Fever 24 hours after they started taking antibiotics

Whooping Cough 48 hours atter they started taking antibiotics

NO

but make sure you let their school or nursery

know about...

Advice and guidance

Hand, oot and mouth Glandular fever
To find out mora, search for

Head lice R health protection in schools

Threacwaoms Slapped chesk or scan the QR code or visit
https://qreo.de/minfec,
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Proudly Serving Sydenham

SYDNI Warm and Well

Cost of Living Support
SYDNI Centre would like to help local people in the area who are struggling with the
cost of living .

If you'd like a free lunch, surplus supermarket food to take away
and advice/support on your wellbeing then we’d love you to join
us....

Lunch will be provided every Tuesday at the SYDNI Centre 12 noon to
2pm.
Free surplus supermarket Food is available every Tuesday from 12
noon
If you'd like to know more, or to register your interest in attending, then phone w,,;a;%
centre on 01926 422071 or e-mail Helen at Wellbeing@Sydni.org. %}f@%

Cottage Square Sydenham Leamington Spa CV31 1PT 01926 422071 sydni.org bookings@sydni.org
Opening hours: Monday - Friday 9.00-5.00
We would like to thank Sainsburys, the Coop and Kind Communities Kind Food at WCC for
helping to fund this initiative




St Mary’s Church
LEAMINGTON SPA

Encountering God Rooted in Christ Transforming Lives

For unto us

*a child is born!

*
|}

Sunday 15th Dec at 6.30pm
St. Mary’s Carol Service
Carols by candlelight & Mince Pies

Tuesday 24th December at 4pm
Christingle Service

Wednesday 25th December at 10.30am
Christmas Day All-Age Service
with Holy Communion
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Chinese New Year
Wednesday 29th January 2025

e o+ oadl
3 (h) Chinese Sticky Citrus Chicken

with Rainbow Rice
or
(v) Stir Fry Plant Balls with Noodles (G.E)
2 Served with
mumb Peas and Sweetcorn mix

or

Apple Salad (SU)

(h) Ori.Dental Pineapple Cake with *
Custard (G.E.SU.D)

or

(vg) Mandarin Jelly with mini
(h) Ginger Cookie (G)

Allergen Free

alternatives are also a &
available S 3 &




Diary Dates

Monday 16th December PTA Wrap Room

Monday 16th December Rock Steady concert at 2.15pm.

Monday December 16th Re-scheduled date for Y1 pop-up planetarium.
Tuesday 17th December PTA Wrap Room.

Tuesday 17th December Winter Craft session—fully booked.

Wednesday 18th December |Y3 &Y4 cinema visit—"Paddington in Peru.”

Friday 20th December Christmas MUFTI—come to school in a festive jumper or
outfit. If your child wears their own choice of clothes,
please donate at least 50p via ParentPay. All money

raised will support the local charity, Parenting Project.

Monday 23rd December—Friday 3rd January, school closed for the Christmas
holiday.

Monday January 6th 2025, School closed for INSET (In Service Training.)

Children return to school on Tuesday 7th January 2025




