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This week, Year 6 pupils began exploring artists who       
express identity through their work. Take a look at their 

fantastic sketchbook pages showcased in this week’s    
newsletter.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 13: Freedom of Expression 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


In their art lessons, Y6 pupils are exploring collage and drawing, focusing on the concept 
of identity. They are learning that artists often embrace the things that make them who 
they are – their culture, background, experiences, and passions – and use these elements in 
their work to create art that others can relate to. Children are discovering that people are 
the sum of many experiences, and that art can be a powerful way to explore and express 
this. 

As part of this learning, pupils have been introduced to artists who focus on identity in 
their work, including Njideka Akunyili Crosby, Yinka Shonibare, Thandiwe Muriu, and Mike 
Barrett. They  have examined how these artists use layers and juxtaposition to create    
imagery that reflects the complexity of human experience. Children have also learned to 
“read” artworks by unpicking line, shape, and colour, helping them understand the artist’s 
intentions and experiences. 

Pupils have gone on to put these ideas into practice, creating their own layered and     
constructed portraits, experimenting with drawing and collage to reflect multiple aspects of 
identity within a single image.  





 

Year 1 pupils have been 
learning to play the djembe 
drum in their music lessons 
with Mrs Harcourt. The 
djembe is a traditional West 
African drum, played with 
the hands and known for its 
wide range of sounds. We 
are delighted that the 
school has recently        
purchased 30 djembe 
drums, allowing whole   
classes to play together and 
develop their sense of 
rhythm, coordination and 
teamwork.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



 

Pupils in Reception also 
enjoyed drumming    
using a range of       
instruments, including a 
snare, tom-tom, and 
tambourine. The      
children had great fun 
exploring dynamics and 
discovering the different 
ways to play a drum—
using their hands, 
sticks, beaters, or 
brushes  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



Year 2 enjoyed singing and playing the recorder for the first time in their music lesson. 
They practised holding the recorder, using gentle breathing, and playing simple notes. 
Learning the recorder helps children develop important musical skills such as breath       
control, finger coordination and reading simple notation, which provides a strong        
foundation for learning other instruments in the future.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



This week, Year 5 began their exciting new History 
topic, Groundbreaking Greeks. As part of the first   
lesson, pupils organised the different Greek periods 
into chronological order, helping them to understand 
how this fascinating civilisation developed over time. 
The children then explored a range of ancient Greek      
artefacts, using laptops to research their purpose and 
significance. As a class, they discussed how to identify 
the most reliable sources of  information and          
discovered that the British Museum provides a wealth 
of useful facts. They thoroughly enjoyed learning more 
about these intriguing artefacts from Ancient Greece. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



Children in Year 3 worked together in teams to present information about the Iron Age. 
They produced some beautiful work, which will be brought together to create a fantastic 
class book. Learning about the Iron Age forms an important part of the National         
Curriculum, helping pupils to understand how early societies in Britain lived, worked and 
developed. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



Pupils across the school are thoroughly enjoying taking part in the LEGO® Brick by Brick 
groups. These sessions provide a fun and supportive environment where children work    
together to build models by following clear roles and instructions. Through the activities, 
pupils develop important skills such as communication, teamwork, turn-taking, problem-
solving and perseverance, while also building confidence and social interaction skills that 
support learning both in and out of the classroom.  

What Happens in Brick Club? 

Brick Club is designed to be flexible and fun, with children helping to decide the activities 
and how they work together. During sessions, pupils enjoy a range of experiences,         
including: 

• Collaborative Play: Children take turns in roles such as Engineer, Supplier and 
Builder, working together to create LEGO® models. 
• Building Friendships: In a supportive and inclusive environment, pupils naturally 
develop friendships and grow in social confidence. 
• Pride in Achievement: Children leave each session feeling proud of their creations 
and excited to share their successes with others. 
• Improved Communication: Pupils practise giving instructions, describing models 
and sharing ideas, helping to strengthen their communication skills while they build. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 3: Best Interests of the Child 



This week, Year 1 have been learning 
about the United Kingdom, including its 
countries and capital cities. Their      
lessons focused on London and its    
famous landmarks, and pupils had a go 
at drawing Big Ben. Many of the     
children recognised it from watching 
the New Year’s Eve fireworks. This work 
supports the Key Stage 1 geography 
curriculum by helping pupils identify 
the countries and capitals of the UK, 
explore human and physical features of 
places, and develop basic mapping and 
observational skills. It also encourages 
curiosity and a growing understanding 
of the world beyond their local area.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



This week Y4 pupils have been researching and creating their own fact files about        
Colombia, including its location, flag, capital city, wildlife, and traditions. This supported 
the curriculum aim of enabling children to “understand basic grammar and vocabulary” 
while also “fostering curiosity and deepening their understanding of the world.”  

The children showed great enthusiasm and pride in their work, developing not only their 
language skills but also their global awareness  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 











 

Monday 12th January  Young Voices. 

Wednesday 14th January Reception visit to The Oxford Story Museum. 

Thursday 15th January Y5/6 theatre trip—”The BFG.” 

Monday 19th January St Mary’s Church leading whole school assembly. 

Tuesday 27th January Y4 Starlings class assembly at 9.05am.  Parents/carers 
of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Friday 30th January Y5 trip to Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 

Monday 2nd February Loudmouth Theatre working with Y6. 

Tuesday 3rd February Y4 Wagtails class assembly at 9.05am.  Parents/
carers of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Thursday 5th February Ethel String Quartet performing to KS2. 

Monday 9th February Dragon Dance workshop for YR/1/2. 

Tuesday 10th February Y3 Doves class assembly at 9.05am.  Parents/carers of 
pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Wednesday 11th February Parent’s Evening, 3.30—7.00pm 

Thursday 12th February Parents Evening, 3.30—5.30pm 

Friday 13th February MUFTI (non-uniform) Day.  If you’re able, please make a 
donation of £1 to School Fund via Parent Pay. 

Monday 16th—Friday 20th February school closed for half-term holiday. 

Pupils return to school on Monday 23rd February. 

 



 

Tuesday 24th February Y2 Swallows class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/
carers of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Tuesday 3rd March Y2 Wrens class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/carers 
of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Tuesday 10th March YR Goldfinches class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/

Monday 16th March St Mary’s Church leading whole school assembly. 

Tuesday 17th March YR Robins class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/carers 
of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend 

Tuesday 24th March Y3 Herons class assembly at 9.05am.  Parents/carers 
of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend 

Friday 27th March MUFTI (non-uniform) Day.  If you’re able, please make a 
donation of £1 to School Fund via Parent Pay. 

Monday 30th March—Friday 10th April school closed for Easter holiday. 

Pupils return to school on Monday 13th April 

Parent’s Evening Appointments 

Appointments for Parent’s Evenings on the 11th and 12th February will be 
available to book from 7.00pm tonight.  Please click on the link in the email 

sent to you by the office team today. 

Please note, YR Goldfinches class will have their Parent’s Evenings on the 10th 
and 13th of February. 

 



Happy new year to you 
all! 

 From Miss Glenny 


