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Last Friday, Year Five pupils travelled to Oxford to visit one of the 
country’s leading museums—the Ashmolean.  

The Ashmoloean is Britain’s oldest public museum and it houses a 
wonderful collection of artefacts from Ancient Greece, the focus of 

the children’s current History topic.  
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http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


Pupils were guided around the collection by expert curator, Kirsty. She           
introduced the children to a range of different Greek statues and explained 
what each one represented.  Pupils also had the chance to see lots of             
fascinating objects and were lucky enough to handle some of these precious   
artefacts.  Pupils particularly enjoyed seeing an impressive griffin head! 





Pupils ended their day by participating in an exciting scavenger hunt that took 
them around the whole museum.  This was a great opportunity to experience 
the museum’s wider collection. 

Entry to the Ashmolean’s permanent collection is free for families and spans 
thousands of years of human history, bringing together art, archaeology and 
world cultures through remarkable objects from ancient civilisations to the   
present day.  The museum  provides a brilliant day out so why not plan a visit 
over half-term? 



In Year 3, pupils have been exploring the structure of our planet by learning about the    
layers of the Earth: the crust, mantle, outer core and inner core. Through engaging lessons 
and discussions, they have developed an understanding of what each layer is made of and 
its role in shaping the Earth. Pupils have responded creatively to this topic through 
homelearning,  showcasing their understanding through writing, imaginative model making 
and expressive artwork. 

Thank you to all our parents and carers who support their children with 
homelearning.   

Homelearning provides an important opportunity to practise and reinforce skills taught in 
class. It helps to develop independence, responsibility and good study habits, while also  
encouraging pupils to take pride in their work. Homelearning can strengthen the link      
between school and home by allowing families to engage with what  pupils are learning, 
and it builds confidence as children see their progress over time  
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This week, pupils have been learning about Artificial Intelligence as part of Safer Internet 
Day. They explored how AI can be helpful in everyday life, for example by supporting 
learning through personalised quizzes, helping with spelling and grammar, recommending 
videos or music, and assisting people through voice assistants or chatbots. Pupils also  
discussed that AI is not perfect and can make mistakes, such as giving incorrect              
information, showing bias, or misunderstanding questions. Alongside this, they learned       
important safety tips, including not sharing personal information with AI tools, thinking 
critically about what AI produces, checking information with trusted sources, and        
remembering that AI is created by humans and should be used responsibly and wisely.  

Staying Safe When Using AI 

• AI can be a helpful tool for learning, but it shouldn’t replace your own thinking or creativity. 
You should never share personal information with AI, such as your full name, address, school 
details, passwords, or photos.  AI is not a real person and doesn’t keep secrets. 

• Remember to check information AI gives you as it can sometimes make mistakes. Using books, 
teachers, or trusted websites will help you learn what is accurate. 

• Ask a trusted adult for help if something online or generated by AI makes you feel confused or 
uncomfortable. 
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Well done to everyone in Wagtails for 
a fabulous sharing assembly this week 

featuring singing, flute playing and 
model making as well as lots of        
information about the Vikings.  



On Monday, Year 6 pupils watched a one-hour performance delivered by Loudmouth   
Theatre Company, focusing on how to keep themselves safe. Following the performance, 
pupils took part in a discussion-based workshop that gave them opportunities to share 
their opinions, deepen their understanding, and learn where to access support. 

Personal safety is a vital part of the PSHE curriculum, and drama is a powerful way to 
communicate important messages in an age-appropriate and engaging manner. 
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This week in Computing, Year 4 used Purple Mash to design and create their own digital 
animations . 

The children focused on developing their understanding of onion-skinning, a key animation 
technique that allows animators to see previous frames faintly while creating the next one. 
This helped pupils make smoother movements and more effective sequences in their        
animations. The children also used storyboards to create a clear plan before moving onto 
creating each frame for their animations  

Through this activity, the children practised planning, sequencing and refining their work, 
while also developing their digital creativity and resilience. They showed great patience and 
concentration as they reviewed and improved their animations.  
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This week, Year 6 took part in a silent debate exploring a big, real-world question: How 
should governments decide where to spend public money? Pupils considered whether     
funding should prioritise tackling climate change or be directed towards areas such as 
schools, hospitals, housing and transport . 

Using structured discussion prompts and a Diamond 9 ranking activity, the children 
weighed up arguments such as how climate spending can reduce future damage, protect 
homes and jobs, and improve air quality and health, while also recognising that impacts 
can be slow and that money spent in one area is not available for immediate needs       
elsewhere. The silent debate format encouraged thoughtful reflection, respectful             
disagreement and careful consideration of others’ viewpoints, supporting pupils to articulate 
reasoned opinions without pressure to speak out loud. 

This lesson developed key skills in critical thinking, citizenship and oracy, linking geography 
with PSHE by helping pupils understand how environmental decisions connect to economic 
choices and social priorities. It also supported children to engage with complexity,          
recognising that there are no simple answers when balancing short-term needs with long-
term global responsibility . 
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 Year Three have continued to use Ted Hughes’ classic text, “Iron Man,” as a stimulus for 
their descriptive writing.  This week, pupils have produced poems describing Iron Man’s 
feast in the scrap yard and they have then gone on to write setting descriptions using 
amazing adjectives, interesting verbs and fronted adverbials. 

Here are some verses from the children’s poems: 

Oily, bent bikes,    Greasy, old ovens,     

Hard, collosal trucks,   Abandoned, delicious clocks, 

MUNCH, MUNCH, MUNCH  YUM, YUM, YUM, 

It was an Iron Man’s heaven.  It was an Iron Man’s heaven. 

(Harlie)      (Amelia N) 
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Millie has been competitively cheerleading for the past six months, travelling 
across the country with her club, RLS Elite, as a member of the Quicksilver 
team. In April, Millie and her teammates will take an exciting step onto the 
world stage as they travel to Orlando, Florida to compete in the All Star 
Worlds competition. This prestigious event brings together teams from around 
the globe, all competing at the highest level. Millie is thrilled to have the      
opportunity to represent her team and compete internationally.  

Cheerleading is a team-based sport that combines athleticism, performance, 
and teamwork to support and energize crowds at sporting events and         
competitions. It involves choreographed routines that may include dance, 
jumps, stunts, tumbling, and chants. Cheerleaders need a range of skills such as 
strength,   flexibility, coordination, and endurance, along with strong timing 
and rhythm. Equally important are teamwork, communication, and trust, since 
many skills—especially stunts—depend on working closely and safely with   
others. 

We wish Millie and her team mates lots of luck in the competition. 
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National Year of Reading—Free Events at your Local  
Library 

Follow the link to find out more information. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/february-half-term-4800769 

Monday 9th February Dragon Dance workshop for YR/1/2. 

Tuesday 10th February Y3 Doves class assembly at 9.05am.  Parents/carers of 
pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Wednesday 11th February Parent’s Evening, 3.30—7.00pm 

Thursday 12th February Parents Evening, 3.30—5.30pm 

Friday 13th February MUFTI (non-uniform) Day.  If you’re able, please make a 
donation of £1 to School Fund via Parent Pay. 

Monday 16th—Friday 20th February school closed for half-term holiday. 

Pupils return to school on Monday 23rd February. 

 



 

Tuesday 24th February Y2 Swallows class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/
carers of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Tuesday 3rd March Y2 Wrens class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/carers 
of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Tuesday 10th March YR Goldfinches class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/

Monday 16th March St Mary’s Church leading whole school assembly. 

Tuesday 17th March YR Robins class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/carers 
of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend 

Tuesday 24th March Y3 Herons class assembly at 9.05am.  Parents/carers 

Friday 27th March MUFTI (non-uniform) Day.  If you’re able, please make a 

Monday 30th March—Friday 10th April school closed for Easter holiday. 

Pupils return to school on Monday 13th April 

Parent’s Evening Appointments 

Appointments for Parent’s Evenings on the 11th and 12th February are      
available to book on ParentPay.  Please click on the link in the email sent to 

you by the office team. 

Please note, YR Goldfinches class will have their Parent’s Evenings on the 10th 
and 13th of February. 

 



Have a fantastic      
weekend. 

 From Miss Glenny 


