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Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29:  Goals of Education 

Children in Key Stage Two are making great progress with their 
Spanish learning helped by their teachers and our native Spanish 

Speaker Mrs Garrido-Martin.  Pupils are reading books featuring the 
characters of Luis and Sofia.  They are learning through listening 

speaking, playing games and completing written activities.  You can 
see some of their brilliant lessons on the next page. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


Spanish lessons are really good 
fun!  Children use actions, rhythm 
and music to help them remember 
vocabulary.  They also enjoy  
playing games and talking to 
each other in Spanish. The whole lesson is delivered in 

Spanish—even the instructions! 



Year Four kicked off their new topic, “Playlist” by playing a range of instruments and considering 
how they work.  Pupils discussed how we can change the sound and compared different sizes,    
materials and types of instruments as well as different ways we can play them.  They discovered 
that larger instruments make deeper sounds while smaller ones tend to be higher pitched.  They  
also discovered that wood and metal instruments have different ‘timbres’ (qualities of sound).  They 
were very interested in how hollow instruments make a louder sound when we keep holes          
uncovered!  We mentioned key words such as vibration and ‘echo’ which we now call ‘resonance.’ 

Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29:  Goals of Education 



This week, Y5 have had fun 
finding and examining insects. 

They then carried out an      
investigation in Science to     

discover which habitat woodlice 
prefer. 





On Tuesday we celebrated International Women’s Day.  
As part of their learning about gender equality, Years 
Two and Three were treated to a performance by 
Freshwater Theatre Company which showcased four 
incredible women from history:   

 Civil rights activist, Rosa Parks 

 Artist, Frida Kahlo  

 Aviation pioneer, Amelia Earhart 

 World War One nurse, Edith Cavell. 

In the show, Hera (the Greek Goddess of Women)   
travelled through time to introduce pupils to the 
achievements of these inspirational women.  There was 
lots of opportunity to join in as you can see from the 
photo’s on the next page. 

Imagine a gender equal world. 
A world free of bias,            

stereotypes and discrimination. 
A world that's diverse,         

equitable, and inclusive. A 
world where difference is     
valued and celebrated. 

Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 2:  Non-discrimination 





Women are heroes, like Malala and 
Mother Teresa, 

They broke the chains that were put 
on their lives. 

Painful days they had; people putting all their trust on them doing this 
and that but they didn’t stop. 

Agony lay before them but they did not break, 

Tears rolled down their faces as they walked on and on. 

But they thought: no, why can’t we have our rights and the justice we 
deserve. 

All women are heroes and all their hard work has made today different. 

Women in the past suffered dreadful pain but now we have our rights so 
let’s thank them. 

By Tayyaba (Y4) 

This week, Tayyaba (our Poet     
Laureate) has been inspired by her     
learning about Malala and Mother 

Teresa—two truly inspirational  
women.  She has written another 
fabulous poem which shares her   

respect for these significant women. 

Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 2:  Non-discrimination 



Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 31:  Leisure, Play and Culture 

Year Four have begun studying 
William Shakespeare’s famous 

play, “Much Ado About    
Nothing.”  This week they 

made freeze frames to show 
some of the key themes in the 

play.  As you can see, the    
results were visually striking.  

Well done! 



Snow reveals the night visitors’ spoor.  Secret routes punctuate a path 
and a single track transforms into a hysterical circle.  An Arctic fox   
shimmers in the light; his body turns as he hunts his prey—a frenzied 
movement.  He intersects the trail of another night visitor, dancing to a 
tune in the calm breeze that only they could hear before turning towards 
the dark. (By Jevan) 

 

The snow reveals the night visitor’s tracks.  Hidden routes punctuate a 
path like Maltesers falling on to an iced cake.  Its tracks transform into a 
crazy, chaos circle, intersecting the trail of another dark lover.  A frantic 
encounter; a frenzied moment as they dance to the tune of the dark be-
fore disappearing into the cold night. (By Mahad.) 

Year Five have been responding to the novel, “The Midnight Fox” 
through “short burst” writing.  The children looked at images of 

animal trails in the snow and discussed what might have       
happened—probably a meeting between predator and prey.  Here 
are two examples of descriptive writing which are both packed 

with some wonderful figurative language. 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

We are so proud of all of the children who completed the half term 
reading challenge - to read on at least seven occasions over half 
term. They are Sydenham Super Stars! 

What a lot of happy, smiling faces! 
Congratulations to all of our   
amazing half-term readers.  

WELL DONE, EVERYONE! 



 



 

 

Re-running a book club has been on our to do list for some time, raised by a 
number of children across the school who are keen to spend more time surround-
ed by books. Last week, Lily and Gurhaan came to see me with an impassioned 
desire to begin the club; and had really thought through how it would work, 
where, when and how to get children involved. And so here it begins! Starting on 
Monday, Book Club will run every week for children in Year 5 (to begin with!). 
The children will have a chance to sign up with Lily and Gurhaan every week, 
and the girls will be responsible for ensuring that as many pupils can become   
involved as possible. 

Book Club is a place where 
you can read books with no 
interruptions. It is a great 
club for children who love 
books! 

Book Club is a place where 
you can get to know about 
new authors and read books 
that you haven’t read before. 
We are so excited!  

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 12:  Respect For the Views of the Child 

A huge thank you to the Leycester House 
care home in Warwick for the very kind    
donation of books this week, including the 
whole Meg & Mog collection. Some of the 
books will go into classrooms to supplement 
reading corners, and some will go onto the 
Own Books bookshelf for children to take 
home and keep. 



 

After much excitement, hundreds of views on YouTube and over 150 
Masked Reader quiz entries, I can finally reveal the true identities of 
our mysterious readers! Congratulations to the three lucky children 
who were picked at random to receive a beautiful book to read at 
home.  Happy reading everyone! Miss Challand 

Mr Lee 

Mrs Cox 

Mrs Rastall 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
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Get set… we’re taking part in Sustran’s Big Walk and Wheel 2022 (the 
new name for Big Pedal), the UK’s largest inter-school cycling, walking, 
wheeling and scooting challenge. The challenge runs from 21 March 
to 1 April. It’s free and we would love everyone to be involved. 

 

What do you need to do?  

Encourage your child(ren) to walk, scoot or cycle to school on as many 
days as possible during the event. 

For more information, visit the Sustran’s Big Walk website: 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/uk-wide/schools/sustrans-
big-walk-and-wheel/  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/uk-wide/schools/sustrans-big-walk-and-wheel/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/uk-wide/schools/sustrans-big-walk-and-wheel/






 
Thursday 17th/Friday 18th Y5 residential trip to Stratford 

Monday 21st March The Gonzaga Band performing Renaissance and Baroque music in school to 
Y4/5. 

Wednesday 23rd March Y4 participate in “Voice in a Million” at Wembley. 

Friday 25th March MUFTI (non-uniform) day.  Bring 50p to wear your own choice of clothes.  All 
proceeds to School Fund. 

Wednesday 6th April Junior silent disco  (during the school day and free of charge.) 

Monday 11th April—Friday 22nd April, school closed for the Easter holidays. 

Children return to school on Monday 25th April 

Thursday 5th May Y3 visit The Cotswold Wildlife Park 

Wednesday 18th –19th May Y6 residential to  Blists Hill Victorian Town, Ironbridge Gorge. 

Wednesday 25th May Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration in school. 

Monday 30th May—Friday 3rd June, school closed for Whitsun half-term holiday. 





 

 

I hope you have a super weekend. 

Best wishes from Miss Glenny 

(Associate Headteacher) 

Well done to Aleks in Y5 JE who was the 
lucky winner of the PTA Word Trail.  We hope 
you enjoy your prize of an Everyone Active  
activity voucher. 


