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Pupils across the school had a wonderful time celebrating World 
Book Day on Thursday. Many children arrived dressed as their    
favourite book characters and, throughout the day, classes enjoyed 
a variety of book-themed lessons. With the National Year of    
Reading taking place this year, the day was a fantastic              
opportunity to further celebrate the joy of books and encourage a 
lifelong love of reading.  

During the week, we also welcomed two visiting authors into 
school to inspire our young readers. You can find more information 
about these special visits and the activities that took place in this 
week’s newsletter.  Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


Here are some of the 
fantastic, book        

character costumes 
worn by pupils.  Well 

done to you all. 





 





Pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 really enjoyed meeting author and      
story teller, Cat Weatheril, on Tuesday.  Cat read some of her own stories and 
re-told some traditional tales with the help of the children. There were lots of 
opportunities to join in, as you can see from these photographs of “The       
Enormous Turnip.” 





Pupils in Key Stage Two also had the opportunity to meet a real-life author and 
illustrator, Steve Smallman. Steve shared his love of drawing and demonstrated 
how simple sketchbook doodles can become the starting point for a story. 

Afterwards, he helped the pupils create a collaborative story, drawing the    
characters that the children described. Steve also shared some of his own       
picture books with the pupils, giving them an insight into his work and the   
creative process behind it. 



As part of our World Book Day celebra-
tions, pupils were asked to think about favourite poems for homelearning. We 
saw some lovely responses featuring nursery rhymes, classic verse and even rid-

All of Me 

My hands are for clapping, 

My arms hug tight, 

My fingers can snap, 

Or can turn on the light, 

My legs are for jumping, 

My eyes help me see, 

This is my body, 

And I love all of me! 

This poem 
was chosen by 

Isla. 



As part of our  celebrations, Y5 read 
stories to Y1.  This was a lovely way 

to share a book. 



Lots of children enjoyed 
time in the library as part 
of World Book Day.  Here 
are Y5 Kittiwakes reading 
for pleasure with a book 
of their choice.  



Year Four are continuing to work with 
Motionhouse on the Wider World 
dance project. This week, the children 
explored how dancers can work      
together to create lifts and pyramids, 
focusing on balance, control and   
teamwork. 
  
Pupils learned how to support one   
another safely while forming different 
group shapes and structures. They   
experimented with levels, positioning 
and timing to build strong, stable   
poses and expressive formations. The 
activity encouraged pupils to        
communicate clearly with their      
teammates, listen to one another’s   
ideas and build trust within their 
groups. 
  
Well done everyone, for the excellent 
work! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture 





Y2 Swallows presented a lovely assembly last week based on learning stimulated by the 
book, “Greta and the Giants.”  Pupils shared information about the importance of caring 
for our environment, something lots of children feel passionate about.  Well done,        
Swallows! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Our RSC Ambassadors travelled 
to Stratford this week to work 
with the Royal Shakespeare  
Company Learning Team. Pupils 
explored King Lear in preparation 
for the school’s Shakespeare Week 
in April, and also discovered how 
Sydenham students can          
contribute to a special           
playmaking exhibition  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture 



 

 

On Wednesday, pupils in the Rainbows group enjoyed celebrating Holi by safely throwing 
coloured powders and watching the bright colours fill the air. The activity was great fun 
and encouraged laughter, teamwork, and shared celebration. Holi is an important Hindu 
festival that celebrates the arrival of spring, the triumph of good over evil, and the spirit of 
friendship and forgiveness.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 14: Freedom of Thought, Belief and Religion 



In Art, Year 1 discussed the concepts of foreground and background by exploring a range 
of paintings. They then created their own artwork inspired by the Great Fire of London. 
The children used chalk to create fiery backgrounds before drawing the silhouette of a 
skyline. They carefully cut out their silhouettes and assembled their pieces to complete 
their artwork 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Here are some lovely pieces of writing from Y1 pupils who were challenged in their English 
lessons to create a “wanted” poster for a missing fire dragon.  Pupils had to use descriptive 
language and some even  managed to include a simile.  The children finished their posters 
by carefully drawing a picture of their fire dragon.  What lovely work! 

By Sanaya 

By Zoey By Ella 

By Ivy 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

















Monday 9th March Y2 trip to the National Space Centre. 

Tuesday 10th March YR Goldfinches class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/
carers of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Friday 13th March Y4 trip to Jephson Gardens. 

Monday 16th March Spring Term assessment week. 

Monday 19th March St Mary’s Church leading assembly. 

Tuesday 17th March YR Robins class assembly at 10.15am.  Parents/carers 
of pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Friday 20th March Rock Steady concert at 2.15pm. 

Friday 20th March YR Eid party. 

Tuesday 24th March Y3 Herons class assembly at 9.05am.  Parents/carers of 
pupils in this class are warmly invited to attend. 

Friday 27th March MUFT (non-uniform) day—please make a donation to 
School Fund via Parent Pay if your child chooses to wear 
their own choice of clothes. 

School closed for the Easter holidays from  

Monday 30th March—Friday 10th April. 

Pupils return to school for the Summer Term on Monday 13th April 

 

 

 




