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Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

Across the school, we have 
been celebrating British     

Science Week and there have 
been many moments of     

scientific awe and wonder! 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of 

British Science Week 2025 is a  
ten-day celebration of science, 
technology, engineering, and 
maths (STEM) taking place from 7 
to 16 March 2025 across the  
United Kingdom. 

Organised by the British Science 
Association, the event aims to    
engage people of all ages in STEM 
activities and raise awareness 
about the importance of these 
fields. 

Each year, British Science Week features a variety of events, workshops, and  
activities designed to inspire and educate children about scientific                  
advancements and discoveries. In 2025, the theme is "Change and Adapt,"                    
encouraging pupils to explore how science and technology evolve in response to 
changing circumstances. 

At school, every class has joined in with British Science Week.  Pupils have     
enjoyed live, online lessons and practical science activities allowing them to ask 
and answer scientific questions, make predictions and observations, take    
measurements and record results, hypothesise and draw conclusions. It has been 
a fun and hands-on way to learn about different concepts and develop skills. 

Each year group was set a scientific challenge during an online lesson.  You can 
see how the children responded  on the next few pages. 



Year Three investigated     
chemical reactions by making 

“exploding” volcanoes. 



After mixing water, bicarbonate of soda, 
washing up liquid and food colouring, the   
children carefully added vinegar and watched 
in awe as their mixture erupted into the air! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Reception pupils investigated camouflage. 
They worked in the Forest School area,  
collecting ‘caterpillars’ made from different 
coloured strands of wool.  



Afterwards, the children hid their “caterpillars” 
in the grass, then challenged each other to 
think like hungry birds and find them. They had 
to work out whether changing the colour of the 
wool affected how easy they were to find. 



 

 

 

 

Year Four investigated how the surface of a cylindrical object (a bottle) affects 
how far it rolls. Their challenge was to get the bottle to roll as far as possible. 
Children needed to plan and carry out a comparative test using different types 
of material such as sandpaper, tin foil, paper and clingfilm.  



Year Four also became “Desert Island Survivors,” learning useful skills for    
staying alive when marooned after a shipwreck.   

The children explored water purification, built shelters to withstand natural  
disasters and created boats sturdy enough to "escape."  



 

 

 

 

Year 5 faced two challenges.  The first was to find the best material to filter 
microplastics from the ocean.  The children used sand to represent the          
microplastics and tried filtering with materials including paper, cloth and card. 

The children also explored friction by building marble runs.  There was a    
competition at the end of the day to see which run made the marble move the 
slowest. 



 

 

 

 

 

Children in Saplings, explored the science of colour by mixing different shades 
using poster paint.  Only primary colours were allowed but pupils still       

managed to makes blue, orange, brown and purple.  



Saplings also learn about plant biology and what flowers need to grow.  The 
children planted irises in containers and then made their own plant art using 
salt dough and leaves found in the Forest School area.  The children were  
careful not to pick the bluebells because they are a protected species. 



Key Stage One enjoyed a science 
themed assembly all about the        

refraction of light and the formation 
of rainbows.  Pupils learnt that     

rainbows are formed when sunlight is 
scattered from raindrops into the eyes 
of an observer and they saw a real life 

demonstration. 



 

Year Six explored the gas carbon monoxide and learnt about its harmful       
effects. 

Pupils found out that a carbon monoxide alarm in your house should be three   
metres away from the gas appliances you own. They came up with actions to 
demonstrate that carbon monoxide is a colourless, odourless gas that you    
cannot hear, see, touch, taste or smell. 

They then thought about the floorplans of their houses so they could identify 
where the gas appliances are in their own homes. 



Year Six pupils also learnt about the circulatory system and the role the heart 
plays in moving blood around our body.  They drew diagrams of the heart and 

carefully labelled them. 



 

Year Two listened to the story of ‘The Secret 
of Black Rock’. Which features many        
different sea creatures.   

After researching facts about the animals in 
the story, the children worked in groups to 
choreograph a dance and, once complete, the 
children performed in front of the class.  

There were lots of expressive jellyfish, koi 
carps and anglerfish! 



A special well done to the Sydenham girls football team 
who competed in the Central Warwickshire girls           

tournament at Leamington FC. Over the season they have 
been unbeaten winning 5 games and drawing one game. 
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We couldn’t resist showing 
you some more pictures of 
Year 3 working on their  

balances with Motionhouse.  
Fabulous! 
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The new Warwickshire Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
(SEND) and Inclusion Strategy 2024-2029 has been published and is now 
live on the  county council website, and parents, carers, and others with an   
interest in SEND, are invited to sign up to a one-off webinar on Tuesday 18 
March, 12.30 - 1.30pm to learn more. 
 
The first part of the session will consist of a presentation outlining the main 
aims and six priorities included within the strategy and the actions identified to 
deliver these over the next five years. This will be followed by a live Q&A, 
providing an opportunity for attendees to ask questions about the strategy. 
 
Register today - to sign up to the webinar please complete a short form - 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/6062/new-warwickshire-send-
and-inclusion-strategy-2024-2029-launches-with-special-webinar-in-march 
 
For those unable to attend on the day, the presentation element of the session 
will be recorded and made available after the event 
on Warwickshire's Local Offer pages.   

 
 Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 18: Parental Responsibilities and State Assistance 

https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-970487194-355
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-970487194-355
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=BqqwiCdZu0uok4nMJxOsgjSsUxM7CR9Lle6sqd8ufgRUQTFEWVRLRkdJRTAwUUpLQ1U1QzI2T1ZRNy4u&route=shorturl
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/get-involved-say/parentcarer-webinars-2023




Resources to Support Transition to a New School 

Moving up to a new school is a big change for children and parents or 
caregivers. It’s a new stage of growing independence and separation. 
fears and worries are a normal part of this transition.  As parents, 
your role is to help children cope with and overcome their fears, to 
nurture them to feel brave and capable. 

New resources created by psychologists and Balsall Common Primary 
school are now available at www.inourplace.co.uk/moving-up to     
promote connected relationships between parents and children as they 
navigate changes from nursery to primary and primary to secondary. 
These resources are free and aim to help children thrive in their new 
school environment  

https://www.inourplace.co.uk/moving-up
























Here are the four winners of 
our competition to design a 

book token. 

The children came up 
with lovely designs are 
were awarded a £10 

book token of their own.  
Congratulations! 
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