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Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 

Reception and Year 
One have been 

quackers this week 
about some special,  

fluffy visitors! 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


 

 

Reception and Year One pupils 
were very excited last week to  
receive a clutch of special eggs.  
The eggs were kept warm in an 
incubator for a couple of days in 
the classroom before hatching 
out into adorable, fluffy        
ducklings!  The ducklings have 
now built up their strength and 
are able to happily swim around 
a paddling pool. Observing real-
life ducklings has been a great 
way for the children to develop 
their science learning about     
animal life cycles. 



Pupils in Year One have been learning 
how primary colours can be mixed to 

make secondary colours.  They had great 
fun investigating different colour      

combinations and making hand prints. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



Y2 have been learning about plants and what 
helps them to grow in Science.  Last week, they 

visited the glass house in Jephson Gardens 
where they turned into plant detectives. 



Pupils had a go at identifying different plants 
using keys.  They had to focus on the shape of 
each plant’s leaves to identify accurately and 
they encountered some tricky, Latin names! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



Professional chef, Idris Caldora, put Y5 through 
their culinary paces again last week.  Pupils 

learn how to use a range of cutting tools safely 
and with precision in order to make the perfect 

salad. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



 

 

Across the school, we have been learning about the Christian celebration of  
Easter. Year One enjoyed the Easter story and  looked at different objects     

related to it.  They then had to decide which would be the most significant to 
Christians. In Year Four, Dhru brought in home-made Easter chicks and bunnies 

filled with sweet treats for his friends to enjoy. Delicious! 

If you’re celebrating Easter, we 
hope you enjoy this special time 

in the Christian calendar. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 14:  Freedom of Belief and Religion. 



To mark the start of Spring, we celebrated 
the Hindu festival of Holi last week in 
school.  In the morning special visitor,    
Kalpesh, led Bhangra sessions.  Pupils 
danced in time to the dhol (drum) and 

learnt a variety of moves. 



Holi is a time to say goodbye to Winter.  It  
is thought to bring fertile soil and a good 

Spring harvest to Hindu communities.   



In the afternoon, pupils performed their banghra routine for parents.  
As Holi is also known as a festival of colours, children then had fun 

throwing brightly coloured powders at one another. 

This traditionally 
brings together 
people of all 
castes and     
religions. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 14:  Freedom of Belief and Religion. 



Well done to everybody 
who responded to Ms 
Challand’s story box or 

jar initiative. 



As you can see, lots of 
children made a box or jar 
to reflect a favourite book 

or story. 

We were very impressed 
by how thoughtful and 

creative everybody’s ideas 
were. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 

The story boxes and jars made a wonderful 
exhibition in the hall this week and lots of 
families enjoyed looking at the work on   

display. 



People across the Russian speaking world are currently celebrating Maslenitsa, 
the equivalent of Shrove Tuesday, that lasts the whole week before Lent. It is 

marked by pancake making and represents the last chance to take part in     
social activities that are not appropriate during the more prayerful, sober and 

introspective season of Lent. 

 

In the photographs, you can see Timmy, at home, preparing for Maslenitsa by 
making some delicious pancakes using condensed milk which is a popular   

pancake filling. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 14:  Freedom of Belief and Religion. 



Tim Brink, one of our favourite 
local artists, visited Reception 
this week to help children plan 

a mural for the outdoor     
classroom. 

He started off with an assembly, 
during which he showed the    
children some of his work,         

including a design for one of his 
bigger murals at Leamington train     

station.  

The children worked with 
him in groups of 20, using 
shapes, rulers and various 
media to create abstract 

geometric designs.  

Tim then took photos of all 
of the children’s work which 

will be used to come up 
with a design for our   
sandpit wall. It was a  

wonderful day!  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education. 



Nowruz is celebrated on March 
21st across countries that used 
to be part of the Persian empire. 
It marks the first day of spring 
and promotes the values of 
peace and solidarity amongst 
generations and communities.  In 
every home, the haftseen table is 
decorated with seven items and, 
since seven is considered a lucky 
number, each item begins with 
the letter sin (s) in Persian, and 
each item is a symbol of Spring 
and renewal.  

Aeris and her cousins brought in 
a special haftseen tray this week 
to mark Nowruz. The children 
enjoyed talking to others about 
this special celebration.  Thank 
you for sharing! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 14:  Freedom of Belief and Religion. 

http://zanmagazine.com/pdf/Zan08_PartyBravo.pdf


Our girls’ football team are going from strength to strength.  Mr Lee, who leads 
the team, had the following to say about the girls after their opening match of 
the season: 
 
Our first league match of the season was a brilliant 2-2 draw with Warwick 
School.  Sydenham played some lovely football and Ava (Year 5 Kittiwakes) 
scored two great goals. We couldn’t quite keep hold of our lead but were     
happy to leave the pitch with  a very respectable draw and  parents, carers and 
teachers were rightly very proud. 
  
We had 5 girls playing their first ever game of football … the first of many! 

 

Keep up the fantastic work, girls. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 15: Freedom of Association 



 

 

 

Pupils in Year Six will take their Key Stage Two tests, week beginning Monday 
13th May.  The timetable is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schools can apply for some pupils to have a reader, a scribe or extra time   
during the tests because of  their additional needs 

The tests are statutory and the papers are marked externally.  The results are 
returned in July as standardised scores generated by comparing the raw scores 
of all children nationally who took the tests.  

A standardised score of 100 means that a child is working at the expected 
level for their age.   

A standardised score of below 100 means that a child performed in the 
tests at a level below what is expected for their age.   

A score of roughly 115 or above means that a child exceeded the           
expectation for their age. 

Class teachers will also assess each child in Reading, Writing and Maths.  This 
assessment is not based solely upon test data but reflects a child’s work over 
time.  In this sense it can be seen as more accurate. 

Monday 13th May  Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar  

Tuesday 14th May Reading 

Wednesday 15th May:  Mathematics, papers 1 and 2 (arithmetic 
and reasoning.) 

Thursday 16th May Mathematics, paper 3 (reasoning) 

Speak to Miss Glenny, 
Mrs V or Miss Ball for 

more information. 















 

School is closed for the Easter holiday from Monday 25th March—Friday 5th 
April 

Pupils return to school on Monday 8th April. 

Wednesday 10th April Parent’s Evening, 3.30—7.00pm 

Thursday 11th April Parent’s Evening, 3.30—5.00pm 

Monday 15th April Onside football tournament, 3.45—5.30pm. 

Friday 3rd May Arts’ Ambassador presentation at Leamington Art Gallery, 
1.00pm. 

Monday 3rd May School closed for May Day bank holiday. 

Monday 13th May Y6 SAT’s tests all week. 

Monday 20th May School photographer visiting—class portraits. 

Tuesday 21st May Y6 workshop on managing the transition to econdary 
school. 

Thursday 23rd May Artist, Emma O’Brien,  meeting Arts’ Ambassadors. 

Monday 27th May—Friday31st May, school closed for                                   
Whitsun half-term holiday  

Monday 3rd June, school closed for INSET (report writing.) 

Tuesday 4th June  Children return to school. 

Tuesday 4th June Artist, Emma O’Brien, in to work with pupils on our Art in 
the Park pop-up gallery. 

Wednesday 5th June YR visit Birmingham Botanical Gardens 

Wednesday 19th June Y6 residential (returning 20.06.24.) 

Monday 8th July End of year reports sent to parents this week. 

Tuesday 16th July Y6 visit to Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre. 





Happy Easter!  

From Miss Glenny 

Associate Headteacher 


