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Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31:  Leisure, Play and Culture 

This week, Sydenham Arts Ambassadors 
put their creativity to the test by making 
their very own puppets.  As you will see, 
each one was different and developed its 

own unique personality. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


For three days this week, our Arts            
Ambassadors have worked with Johnny 
Nicholds from Big Gobs Puppets.  Sydenham 
pupils were joined by their Arts Ambassador 
friends from St Patrick’s Primary School for 
this project. 

Using cardboard, felt, wool and ping-pong 
balls, the children made amazing puppets, all 
with their own unique personalities. 



The children made human, animal 
and fantasy puppets—the choice 

was theirs!  As the puppets evolved, 
so did their personalities! 



The children’s puppets will be      
displayed in our SPLAT! pop-up  

gallery at Art in the Park which is 
held in Jephson Gardens every year 
during the first weekend in August. 



On Day Three, there was a puppet 
show featuring a song written by 

the Ambassadors called, “Oh Yeah!”  
The puppets magically came to life 

and performed the song! 



In their final session 
with Motionhouse this 
year, pupils were given 
the chance to reflect 
on their experiences. 

On a giant roll of   
paper, they recorded 
what they had learnt 

and how they felt 
about their sessions. 

Everybody agreed that 
the sessions were great 
fun and they had all 
grown in confidence 
and learnt new skills. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31:  Leisure, Play and Culture 



Reception went to Stratford-upon-
Avon this week.  They visited the 
Butterfly Farm, took an exciting 

boat trip on the river and enjoyed 
ice creams. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31:  Leisure, Play and Culture 



Pupils saw a range of colourful         
butterflies and learnt about their    

lifecycle and diet.  On the river they 
spotted local landmarks such as The 

Royal Shakespeare Theatre and the big 
wheel.  It was really  good day out! 



Year Three Herons have been   
writing poems  inspired by Michael 
Rosen’s verse, “Down by the    
Dustbins.”  His original poem is a 
funny tale of different dogs. It 
goes like this: 

Down by the dustbins I met a 
dog called Sid, 

He could smell a bone inside 

But he couldn’t lift the lid. 

Pupils innovated the poem to     
include ideas of their own.  Their 
challenge was to maintain the 
rhythm and rhyming pattern of the 
original poem and, as you can see 
from Olivia’s example, they did in-
credibly well. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



In Year Three Doves, pupils have been 
writing kennings. A kenning is a form of 
figurative language using two words to 
describe something.  For example, the 
sun could be described as a “sky light” 
and a dog could be described as a “tail 

wagger.” 



Kennings are like puzzles,     
challenging the reader to work 
out their meaning.  They were 

popular in Old English and Norse 
poetry. 



Y3 Doves wrote their kennings 
about a lion.  Could you have 
worked this out if you hadn’t 

seen their illustrations? 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Children at Butterflies After School Club were invited to enter an art         
competition to create a new and exciting mythical creature. We are thrilled that 
all of the children who entered the competition have been chosen by Young  
Artists to be published in their new book series, “Mythical Madness.”   

Here are a few of the AMAZING designs by a some of our very talented young 
artists here at Sydenham Primary School.  I am sure you will agree they are 
very creative! 



Children in Year 3 have been learning about body movement in sacred places. 
They demonstrated great knowledge and understanding of how movement 
helps their prayers and were able to share their own experiences of visiting 
church, temple, gurdwara and mosque. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 14: Freedom of Thought, Belief and Religion 















School closed for the Whitsun holiday 

Monday 26th—Friday 30th May 

Monday 2nd June Y4 Multiplication Check all week. 

Monday 2nd June Y5 swimming lessons in the pop-up pool (for three weeks.) 

Monday 2nd June Y6 residential to Longridge Activity Centre. 

Tuesday 3rd June RSC Director Mentor working with Y2. 

Tuesday 3rd June Firefighter visit, Year One. 

Wednesday 4th June Y3 performing at The Bridge House Theatre in Warwick 
with Motionhouse. 

Monday 9th June Y1 Phonics Screening all week. 

Friday 13th June Special MUFTI (non uniform Day.) Wear yellow for the 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 

Tuesday 17th June Y2 visit to Oxford Botanical Gardens 

Wednesday 18th June RSC Playmaking Festival 

Friday 20th June Soccer Aid—make a donation to Unicef via ParentPay if 
you choose to wear a football shirt or sport’s top to school. 

There will be football activities for all classes to enjoy, ar-
ranged by Mr Lee. 

 

 



Monday 23rd June Y1 trip to the West Midlands Safari Park. 

Thursday 26th June Instrumental concert at 2.15pm. 

Monday 30th June Y5/6 Sport’s Day, 10.00—11.30am. 

Tuesday 1st July Y1/2 Sport’s Day, 10.00—11.30am. 

Wednesday 2nd July Y3/4 Sport’s Day, 10.00—11.30am. 

Friday 4th July YR Sport’s Day, 10.00—11.00am 

Friday 4th July PTA Summer Fayre. 

Week beginning Monday 7th 
July 

End of year reports emailed to parents/carers. 

Tuesday 8th July Idris Caldora (chef) in Y5. 

Wednesday 9th July Level 1/2 Bikeability. 

Thursday 10th July Y5 Residential—Kip in a Ship. 

Friday 11th July Y6 Leavers’ assemblies. 

Swans at 9.45am 

Moorhens at 1.30pm 

Monday 14th July Rocksteady concert at 2.30pm. 

Friday 18th July Break up for the Summer holiday. 

 

 




