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Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

On Monday, Y1   
visited West      

Midlands Safari 
Park.  Pupils toured 
the park by coach 

with their very own 
guide and enjoyed a 
hands-on workshop. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


The visit began by a bus tour of the safari park.  The children 
were accompanied by a very knowledgeable guide who knew all 

about each animal the children saw.  This included giraffes,    
rhino’s and even lions. 





The children also participated in a hands-on workshop called 
“Creature Comforts.”  



In the workshop, pupils handled   
spiders, stick insects snakes and a 

giant snail.  They also really enjoyed 
petting other animals, including a 

very friendly goat. 



On Wednesday, we were visited 
by theatre company, The       

Fabularium, who performed 
“Reynard The Fox” to pupils in 

Reception, Y1, Y2 and Y3.”  
Family members also came along 

to watch so it was a lovely,   
community event. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture 



The shows were paid for from 
money raised by our Arts      

Ambassadors who also did a 
fantastic job of helping with 

each performance. The event is 
part of our SPLAT! Children’s 

Arts Festival which continues at 
Art in the Park on August 2nd 

and 3rd. 



Pupils across the school are once again participating in The National Gallery’s “Take 
One Picture” project.  The project encourages pupils to explore and respond to a       
selected artwork each year. Through activities like drawing, painting, writing, and         
performance,  individuals and groups engage with the chosen image to inspire creativity, 
critical thinking, and cultural appreciation.  

This year’s painting is “A Regatta on the Grand Canal” (1740) by Canaletto.       
Surrounded by a riot of colour, movement and noise, thin black boats slice through the 
water of  Venice’s Grand Canal, jostling for position as they desperately try to push ahead 
of each other. Bright sunlight glints on the water, the decorated buildings, the elaborate 
vessels lining the canal and the spectacular outfits of the crowd. It seems like the whole 
city has come out to watch this boat race, one of the many annual celebrations in a place 
famous for excitement and spectacle. But this very Venetian scene, by a very Venetian  
artist, was made for tourists and it allows us to travel back in time to experience a 300-
year-old holiday picture. 
 
The painting was chosen by children and teachers across the country. They were particu-
larly interested in the busyness of the scene, with lots of small details to focus on. Children 
shared many questions and comments about the painting, such as: "Is it a carnival?", 
"How many people live there?", "I like how it goes small at the back." and "It's like a boat 
alleyway!"  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture 



Y4 completed their response to “A Regatta on 
the Grand Canal”  this week.  Different parts 
of Canaletto’s painting were slowly  revealed 
to pupils and the  children made predictions 
about what the whole painting would look 

like. 



Pupils communicated their predictions through 
sketching.  Following the full reveal of the 

painting, the children decided they would like 
to respond by making a class boat,              

celebrating their unique selves. 

Pupils were keen to include flags of the      
different countries connected to their families.  
The work was a heart warming and personal 
response to Canaletto’s painting.  Other year 
groups will complete their work next week. 



In Art this week, Y6 explored the remarkable legacy of Benin's Bronzes. They learned 
about the craftsmanship and cultural significance of these historic artworks, then tried 
their hand at sculpting their own versions using clay. The activity encouraged creativity 
while deepening their understanding of African history and artistic traditions  

Seb commented, “I liked making the patterns in the clay—mine has a crown like the 
Oba’s! It felt like I was making something really important."  

 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



 

 

 

 

In English, Year Two Wrens have been reading the book, “Robot and Bluebird.”  In the  
story, the robot helps the bluebird to migrate—the journey is long and perilous and the 
robot has to use all his remaining strength to ensure the bluebird’s survival. 

Half-way through the story, the robot feels like giving up.  Pupils were asked to decide 
whether he should carry on with his journey or give up and they used a strategy called 
“Conscience Corridor” to consider both sides of the argument. 

One person was the robot and the rest of the class were split into two groups.  One group 
had to persuade the robot to carry on with his journey and the other tried to make him 
give up.  The robot then decided what to do! 

After listening to both groups, the robot decided to continue with his important journey.  
To consolidate their learning, 
the class then wrote a letter to 
the robot encouraging him to be 
brave and persevere with his 
mission to help the bluebird. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Last week, Reception children started    
learning cricket skills. The children were 
throwing balls and trying to hit a set of  

wickets. This helped with their gross motor 
skills and their hand-eye coordination.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all of the children who made it through the heats of the local    
athletics competition.  Pupils took part in track and field events including relay, 
javelin and long jump.   

Those that made it through to the finals, completed at Edmonscote track and 
we were thrilled that some of our Sydenham Superstars claimed first, second or 
third places. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 15: Freedom of Association 



Children in Rainbows have been learning about prepositions.  Each child 
made a cardboard  house and had fun moving a monster puppet around 
their model.  They practised saying where their puppet was: 

“The monster is on the bed.” 

Blob is on the table next to the fruit bowl. 

Look! He’s behind the big TV.” 

“I made a coffee table for my house. Look he’s hiding behind the sofa.” 



Y3 have been drawing and describing mythical beasts, inspired by 
their topic of The Romans. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



My Griffin is enchanting and courageous.  Its wings are feathered 
and furry so she can glide through the air or fly.  Also, its eyes look 
evil and would trap you in their weird gaze if you look for too long. 

You’d be dead if you were bitten by the Griffin since it has venom on 
the end of its beak.  Although its tail looks weak, it is actually mighty 
and wicked.   

You find the Griffin in the mystical jungle where it builds a nest with 
its monstrous claws.  It flies like an elegant dove whilst its              
extraordinary legs sway round. 

 

My Sphinx is powerful and very muscular.  He is also decorated and 
beautiful.  He can be defensive and aggressive when enemies attack. 

The creature has a human head, peacock wings and a lion’s body.    
Interestingly, it can also be invisible. 

 

 













Monday 30th June Y5/6 Sport’s Day, 10.00—11.30am. 

Tuesday 1st July Y1/2 Sport’s Day, 10.00—11.30am. 

Tuesday 1st July Y1/2 Family Learning Food Explorers course, 1.50pm—sign 
up via ParentPay. 

Wednesday 2nd July Y3/4 Sport’s Day, 10.00—11.30am. 

Wednesday 2nd July Induction Day for (most) Y6 pupils. 

 

INSET (teacher training) dates for the aca-
demic year 2025/26: 

 Monday 1st September 2025 

 Friday 10th October 2025 

 Monday 1st December 2025 

 Monday 1st June 2026 

 Monday 20th July 2026 
Thank you to everybody who has joined in our MUFTI events 
recently.   

We raised an amazing £418.55 for The Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
and £341.01 for Unicef’s Soccer Aid.  Thank you so much! 

 



Thursday 3rd July Arts Ambassadors working with artist, Emma O’Brien as 
part of the SPLAT! Children’s Arts Festival. 

Thursday 3rd July Y4 parents/carers invited to watch their children perform in 
a flute assembly.  Times TBC. 

Friday 4th July YR Sport’s Day, 10.00—11.00am 

Friday 4th July PTA Summer Fayre. 

Week beginning Monday 7th 
July 

End of year reports emailed to parents/carers. 

Tuesday 8th July Idris Caldora (chef) in Y5. 

Tuesday 8th July Reception Family Learning Food Explorers course, 
1.50pm—sign up via ParentPay. 

Wednesday 9th July Level 1/2 Bikeability. 

Thursday 10th July Y5 Residential—Kip in a Ship. 

Friday 11th July Y6 Leavers’ assemblies. 

Swans at 9.45am 

Moorhens at 1.30pm 

Monday 14th July Rocksteady concert at 2.30pm. 

Monday 14th July Y6 Motionhouse session. 

Wednesday 16th July Y6 silent disco. 

Thursday 17th July New date—instrumental concert at 2.30pm.  Parents of  
pupils participating are invited to attend. 

Friday 18th July Break up for the Summer holiday. 

 




