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Year 5 Kittiwakes slept the night in school on Thursday as part of 
their “Sow, Grow and Farm” topic.  Pupils enjoyed activites         
including planting and cooking using fresh ingredients.  The       
children also participated in Forest School activities and enjoyed 
eating toasted marshmallows aound a camp fire lit safely by our 
trained Forest School leaders.  Year 5 Woodpeckers will participate 
in a similar sleepover next week and we hope they have as much 
fun.  Thank you to parents and carers for their support and to the 
adults who stayed at school with the children. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx








Here is Reception’s wonderful submission for The National Gallery’s “Take One Picture”   
project.  The piece is entitled “Calliope’s Kingdom” and is the children’s interpretation of the 
underwater realm ruled over by the muse, Calliope, who is featured in the project painting. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture 



Reception’s “Take One Picture” Project journey… 

We began our Take One Picture journey with a slow reveal of the painting, encouraging 
the children to look closely and make careful observations. We then created a mind map to 
capture all of their ideas and interpretations. The children were particularly captivated by 
the idea that the lady in the painting was a princess who lived in an underwater kingdom, 
and this sparked lots of imaginative discussion and storytelling. 

The children decided they wanted to create a 
Kingdom for Calliope to rule over. We started 
researching real and mythical creatures that 
might have lived in Calliope’s Kingdom.  We 
had recently had an underwater tough tray 
with seaweed in, so the children wanted to 



Creating the kingdom... 



On Monday, it was the turn of Y5 Woodpeckers to visit the National Gallery in London to 
see Cosimo Tura’s A Muse firsthand. 

Pupils travelled by train and London Underground to Trafalgar Square, home to the      
National Gallery. Once there, they enjoyed a guided tour led by art historian Ed, who     
introduced them to a range of paintings and encouraged them to compare and contrast    
different artistic styles and themes. 

The children were particularly fascinated by artworks inspired by mythology and impressed 
everyone with their knowledge of Greek myths and characters when discussing The Birth 
of the Milky Way by Peter Paul Rubens. The highlight of the visit was, of course, seeing 
Tura’s A Muse in person and studying the painting up close. 

All of the children behaved impeccably throughout the day and engaged enthusiastically 
with every aspect of their learning. We are incredibly proud of them—well done,       
Woodpeck- ers! 









Pupils in Saplings Group have also been studying Cosimo Tura’s painting, “A Muse.”  They 
have made careful observations of the picture and then developed their responses through 
drawing and clay work. 



Year Four have been working on the concept of Inspirations as a result of the Take One 
Picture stimulus. The stimulus shows Calliope, one of the nine Ancient Greek muses. Muses 
were considered the sources of inspiration for people such as artists, dancers, scientists and 
actors. Each child designed their own tenth muse based on what/who inspired them. The 
pieces were then collected to create a collage of all of their muses, showing the inspirations 
of Sydenham.  



On Thursday, six Year 5 pupils proudly represented our school at the Junior Book Awards, 
held at The Bridge House Theatre. As part of the school's book club, the children have 
spent time reading and discussing a selection of shortlisted titles before voting for their   
favourites. The overall winner was My Dog by Olivia Wakeford, a beautifully illustrated 
and heartwarming story celebrating the friendship between a boy and his dog. 

The children also took part in a character-design competition, and we were delighted that 
Laila's entry was chosen as the winning design. Congratulations to Laila on this fantastic 
achievement and to all the children who represented the school so wonderfully. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 15: Freedom of Association 



Well done to all children in Years 3 and 4 for a fabulous effort at Sport’s Day this week.  
Pupils enjoyed activities such as tug of war, throwing and racing and it was great to see 
fantastic team spirit.  Thank you to Onside for organising and for all the families who 
came along to join in the fun. 





Year 1 have been observing and drawing birds as part of their learning in Science.  The 
children observed at first hand and also studied videos and photographs before creating 
their beautiful sketches. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Eight Year 6 pupils visited Newbold Comyn to take part in a glow in 
the dark dodgeball event this week. All the children represented the 
school wonderfully and played brilliantly throughout the competition. 
Their teamwork, sportsmanship and enthusiasm were a    pleasure to 
see, and they received multiple compliments from the organisers for 
their fair play and positive attitude.  



As part of their learning about the Romans, the children created abstract artwork inspired 
by Roman mosaics, shields, architecture and symbols. They explored how artists use     
colour, shape, line and pattern to communicate ideas, rather than creating realistic        
images. 

Using Roman artefacts and designs as a starting point, the children selected features that 
interested them and developed these into their own abstract compositions. They           
experimented with a range of colour palettes, from rich reds, golds and blues inspired by 
the Roman Empire to earthy tones reflecting the landscapes and materials of Roman    
Britain. 

Through this work, the children developed their understanding of colour, composition and 
artistic techniques while creating pieces that combined historical inspiration with their own 
creative ideas. The finished artwork demonstrates thoughtful use of pattern, colour and 
design, and has provided an excellent opportunity to link learning in history with art. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



 

 

 

 

 

Children who attend Rainbows Group opened their very own spa this week.  The spa was 
open for a range of rejuvenating treatments including pedicures, manicures and facials, all 
accompanied by relaxing music.  Mrs Summerell was refreshed by a face mask, Mrs       
Catalano Beattie enjoyed the foot spa and Miss Glenny popped in for an unforgettable       
massage.  Well done to all our budding beauticians! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

















 

Monday 6th July Y5/6 Sport’s Day—re-scheduled date. 

Tuesday 7th July RSC Ambassadors to the Playmaking Festival, Stratford-
Upon-Avon 

Tuesday 7th July YR trip to the Play Village. 

Wednesday 8th July Changeover Day—pupils move up to spend the day with 
their new class teacher. 

Thursday 9th July Y1 trip to West Midland’s Safari Park. 

Thursday 9th July Y5 Woodpeckers Sow, Grow & Farm  sleepover at school. 

Friday 10th July Y4 Wider World performance at The Bridge House Theatre. 

Tuesday 14th July Y4 trip to immersive Ancient Egypt experience. 

Thursday 16th July Y3 Doves swimming (to replace the lesson missed due to 
the trip to Coventry Cathedral.) 

 

Wednesday 15th July Leavers’ show and awards ceremony for Y6 Moorhens.   
Estimated running time 9.30—11.30am 

Thursday 16th July Leavers’ show and awards ceremony for Y6 Swans.        
Estimated running time 9.30—11.30am 

School ends on Friday 17th July. 

Academic year 2026/27 begins on Wednesday 2nd September 2026 

 




