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Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

As part of their “Blue Abyss topic,” Year Four 
visited The Sealife Centre this week.  Pupils 

were very excited to see many of the aquatic 
creatures they had studied in class—
especially the bioluminescent jellyfish. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


Children loved travelling through the 
ocean tunnel where they observed many 
types of tropical fish.  They also saw sea 

otters, turtles and even a shark! 



Pupils also had the opportunity to      
explore different aquatic habitats        

including rock pools and an icy penguin 
enclosure. 



Year 5 have been analysing an original newspaper 
from the Moon Landings in1969!  This primary source 
material provided a wealth of information about the 
historic event and enabled pupils to answer the “Five 

W’s” - who, what, where, when, why. 



Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Swallows have been reading the traditional 
tale, “The Elves and the Shoemaker.”  They 

have decided to innovate the story and 
write their own version—”The Elves and 

the Breadmaker.” 



Before innovating the text, 
pupils had a go at making 

their own bread.  They 
wrote lists and instructions 
using  imperative or “bossy” 

verbs. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

Saplings group have been reading stories 
about fruit and vegetables and learning lots of 
vegetable names.  They had great fun printing 

with carrots, celery and potatoes. 



Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

As part of their Science and topic learning, Y3 
Doves have been making observational     

drawings of fruit.  Pupils had to look carefully 
at the fruits to recreate their line, form and 

texture. 



The children used different types of pencil and 
worked hard to represent shadows.  They were 
able to develop their drawings by trying out 
ideas in their sketchbooks first.  Great work, 

Everyone! 



Y2 explored the inventor John McAdam and how 
he experimented with materials to create durable 
roads. McAdam melted materials to change their 
properties, so the children decided to melt     
chocolate and add different layers of ingredients 
to see which would make the most durable, 
strongest, chocolate road!  

They also cut open a Boost bar to see the       
different layers, similar to how McAdam layered 
his roads with large rocks, smaller stones and  
fine gravel.  

The raisins will make it 
stronger because they are 

harder than the other       
ingredients.  

The water is best, because 
it will make the chocolate 

harder.   



 

 

 

On Thursday, Key Stage Two took part in an attempt to break the world     
record for the biggest poetry lesson.  The rules were very strict and everybody 
had to be counted in and out of the hall.  Mrs Christensen even had to video 
and photograph this as proof that we weren’t cheating!   

The world record attempt started at 10.15am when we were joined by poet, 
Laura Mucha, and 230,000 other pupils from around the world. Laura shared 
a poem she had written using the children’s ideas and everyone had to vote on 
which ones should be included in the final poem. 

The event was part of National Poetry Day—a celebration of the pleasure 
which poetry can bring to our lives.  We don’t know 
yet whether the  attempt was successful as the team at 
Guinness World Records have to review and verify the 
evidence submitted.  We’ll let you know if the world 
record was broken but, in the meantime, keep your 
eyes peeled as the finished poem will be appearing on 
billboards soon! 



 

 

Parking 

We have received a number of complaints regarding inconsiderate and illegal parking at 
drop-off and pick-up times.  Please park within the limits of the law, taking into              
consideration the needs of local residents.  We recommend walking, cycling or scooting to 
school.  If you must drive, please park further away from the school gates and walk to the 
school site.  The health and safety of our families is paramount so please take care. 

Lateness 

Please arrive at school on time.  Lateness can harm your child’s education and  lead to  
feelings of anxiety and embarrassment.  Our classroom doors are open to receive pupils 
from 8.40—8.55am.  If you are repeatedly arriving when the classroom door has closed, 
please consider leaving home earlier or making alternative transport arrangements if       
possible.  

Applying for a School Place in Reception or Year Seven 

If your child was born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021 you need to  
apply for a place in Reception. 

The applications process opens on 1 November 2024 and the deadline for applying for a 
Reception place is 4.00pm on15 January 2025. If you apply by this date, you will receive 
your child's school offer on National Offer Day (16 April 2025)  

Please see: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/421/applying-for-a-primary-school-
place. 

The closing date to apply for a secondary school place is 4.00pm on 31st October 2024.  
If you applied by the deadline, you will receive your school offer on National Offer Day, 3 
March 2025.  

Please see:  https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/422/applying-for-a-secondary-
school-place 

Last year there were over 500 late applicants. If you apply late, you are much less likely to 
be offered a place at one of your preferred schools  

Free School Meals 

If you think that you may be eligible for free school meals, applications can be made online 
at  

https:// www.warwickshire.gov.uk/ education-learning/applyfree-school-meals  



On Thursday 10th October, we’re Celebrating World Mental Health 
Day by holding a special MUFTI (non-uniform) day called “Hello    

Yellow.”  We invite all children to wear something yellow to school .  
It can be any item, such as a T shirt, a scarf, a hat, a football kit, a 

headscarf or face paint—you choose! 

Please make a donation via ParentPay and we will forward all the 
money raised to the charity Young Minds. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 24: Health 



Dear parents and carers, 

We will be joining thousands of schools across the UK and taking part in Hello 
Yellow in support of Young Minds on Thursday 10 October (World Mental 
Health Day) where we’ll be holding a non-school uniform day and asking     
everyone to wear something yellow. 

There are days when all of us struggle with how we are feeling. Things can get 
tough, and it can be difficult knowing how to cope. For so many young people, 
when this happens, they don’t always get the help they need, when they need 
it. They don’t know where to turn, who to talk to, or even if anyone else feels 
the same. No young person should feel alone with their mental health. But    
together, we can change this. 

To take part, students can wear yellow to school, and we’d like to ask parents 
and carers to consider donating to help Young Minds keep fighting for young 
people’s mental health. 

Finally, Young Minds have resources for parents and carers to find help and  
advice, if you’re ever concerned about a child or young person – you can find 
this on their website: www.youngminds.org.uk/parent. 

If you have any questions, please let us know. 

Kind regards, 

Sydenham Primary School Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 24: Health 



 

 

 

Well done to Sadie who came FIRST in the Leamington Quadrathlon and made 
her family (especially Grandma) very proud! 

Another well done to Athena and Tanu who sang live in Celebration Assembly 
today.  What a fantastic achievement. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31:  Leisure, Play and Culture 



 

 

Join Dick and his trusty cat on an exciting quest to see if the streets of 
London really are paved with gold. Can Dick find love, can his faithful 
feline rid London of King Rat and his hordes of little rats, and will his 
dream of becoming Mayor of London ever come true? There’s only one 
way to find out!  

 

Years Three and Four will be visiting the Belgrade Theatre in Coventry 
on Wednesday 27th November to watch a morning performance of 
the pantomime, “Dick Whittington.”  The cost of this trip is £21.08.  
Please log on to your ParentPay account to make your payment.  
There will be more details closer to the trip. 



Soar into space for your festive family treat with this exciting         
adaptation of the award-winning book by Julia Donaldson and Axel 
Scheffler – as seen in the popular 2022 BBC TV Christmas animation. 

On a far-off planet, Smeds and Smoos can’t be friends. So, when a 
young Smed and Smoo fall in love and zoom off into space together, 
how will their families get them back? 

Music, laughs and interplanetary adventures for everyone aged 3 and 
up, from Tall Stories – the company that brought you The         
Gruffalo and Room on the Broom live on stage. 

Reception, Year One and Year Two will be visiting Warwick Arts   
Centre on Monday 9th December to watch a morning performance of 
“The Smeds and The Smoos.” The cost of this trip is £17.42 Please log 
on to your ParentPay account to make your payment.  There will be 
more details closer to the trip. 





















 

Wednesday 9th October Y1 Puffins assembly at 10.30am.  Parents and carers are   
warmly invited to attend. 

Thursday 10th October World Mental Health Day—Hello Yellow! Wear something yel-
low and make a donation to the charity,  Young Minds. 

Wednesday 16th October Y6 Moorhens assembly at 9.05am.  Parents and carers are 
warmly invited to attend. 

Monday 21st October Y3 trip to Cadbury World. 

Wednesday 23rd October Parent’s Evening, 3.30—7.00pm. 

Wednesday 23rd October Y2 Swallows class assembly at 9.05am.  Parents and carers are 
warmly invited to attend. 

Thursday 24th October Parent’s Evening, 3.30—5.00pm. 

Friday 25th October YR Diwali party. 

Friday 25th October MUFTI (non-uniform) Day. If your child wears their own choice 
of clothes, please donate at least 50p via ParentPay.  All 
money raised will support the local charity, Parenting Project. 

Monday 28th October—Friday 1st November, school closed for the half-term         
holiday.  Children return to school on Monday 4th November. 

Wednesday 6th November Y5 Kittiwakes assembly at 9.05am. Parents and carers are 
warmly invited to attend. 

Monday 11th  November Road Safety Week and Y5/6 Bikeability. 

Thursday 17th November YR reading workshop at 2.30pm. 

Thursday 17th November YR Safe and Active Travel assembly. 

Wednesday 20th November Y5 Woodpeckers assembly at 9.05am.  Parents and carers are 
warmly invited to attend. 

Monday 25th November YR trip to Compton Verney. 

Tuesday 26th November YR and Y6 height and weight checks. 



 

Wednesday 27th November Y3 and Y4 visit the Belgrade Theatre to watch the        
pantomime,  “Dick Whittington.” 

Thursday 28th November Christmas decorations go up in the hall. 

Friday 29th November MUFTI (non-uniform) Day. If your child wears their own 
choice of clothes, please donate at least 50p via 
ParentPay.  All money raised will support the local charity, 
Parenting Project. 

Monday 2nd December School closed for INSET (In-Service training.) 

Children back at school on Tuesday 3rd December. 

Wednesday 4th December Reception Nativity at 9.30am.  Families are warmly invited 
to attend. 

Monday 9th December YR, Y1 and Y2 visit Warwick Arts’ Centre to watch “The 
Smeds and The Smoos.” 

Wednesday 11th December KS1 Christmas concert at 9.30am. 

Thursday 12th December Y3/4 Christmas concert at 2.15pm. 

Thursday 12th December Y6 visit to St Mary’s church. 

Friday 13th December Y5/6 Christmas concert at 2.15pm. 

Monday 16th December Rock Steady concert at 2.15pm. 

Friday 20th December Christmas MUFTI—come to school in a festive jumper or 
outfit. If your child wears their own choice of clothes, 
please donate at least 50p via ParentPay.  All money 
raised will support the local charity, Parenting Project. 

Monday 23rd December—Friday 3rd  January, school closed for the Christmas 
holiday. 

Monday January 6th 2025, School closed for INSET (In Service Training.) 

Children return to school on Tuesday 7th January 2025 



Have a nice weekend. 

Best wishes from Miss 
Glenny 


