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You can read about their 
exciting adventures on 
the next few pages. 

On Thursday, Year Six visited        
Winchcombe Station where they travelled 
back in time to learn what life was like 

for children during World War Two. 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


At the station, pupils         
experienced an air raid.  They 
had to run to the shelter to   

stay safe from the bombs that 
were falling. 

The children had a go at using a pump and 
hose to put out incendiary bombs.  They  

also learnt about war- time food rations and 
played with toys from the 1940’s. 



The children then boarded a 
steam train which took them 

away from the dangers of city 
life, into the safety of the 

countryside. 

On the train, the children met 
a German spy who was 

caught by Mrs V and Miss 
Ball! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



In the countryside, pupils met 
Farmer Bill.  They began to 
think how difficult it must 

have been for evacuees to live 
away from their parents. 

At the end of the day, pupils       

returned to the 21st century and 
watched a video featuring stories 

from adults who had been evacuated 
as children.  It was a great finish to a 

brilliant day.  



This week, Year Four have been 
hunting for invertebrates in the 

Forest School area.  Pupils 
looked closely at the           

invertebrates they found and 
then used a key to identify 

them. Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 





On Wednesday, we hosted 
training for local schools in our 

RSC network.   

RSC Ambassadors worked 
with theatre practitioner, 

Freddie, on leadership skills 
and   rehearsal room     

pedagogies. 



Afterwards, our Ambassadors learnt 
about The RSC First Encounters Project 
which runs next year and is a way for 
children and young people to enjoy 

Shakespeare for the first time. The First 
Encounters play will be “Romeo and   

Juliet” and the children thought about 
how they might support this project. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 31: Leisure, Play and Culture 



Do you recognise the Sydenham Primary School pupil        
pictured above left?  Yes!  It’s our very own Mr Lee.  

Mr Lee attended Sydenham from 1991to 1996 when it was a middle school.  
On Thursday, he visited Year Two to talk about his school boy experiences and 

to answer questions posed by the children. 

The children were particularly interested to find out that Mr Lee had his lunch, 
assembly and PE in the same place as they do (although the car park was    

another playground and Key Stage One was in a different building—what is 
now the Sydni Centre.) Mr Lee also told the children about a memorable maths 
lesson in Reception when his teacher smashed ten glass bottles in the classroom 

to practice counting!  

The talk helped pupils to understand the difference between past and  present 
and the children were fascinated to learn that so much had changed within   

living memory.   

Thank you, Mr Lee for being a well behaved Sydenham pupil and a fantastic 
teacher. 



Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Year One have been inspired by environmental artist Andy 
Goldsworthy.  For homelearning, they used natural materials 

to create works of art.  We love what they created! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday October 10th come to school wearing something 
yellow in support of the charity Young Minds.  Make a       

donation to the charity via our Just Giving page:  

https://www.justgiving.com/page/carol-glenny-1693929204134?
utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fcarol-glenny-
1693929204134&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=pfp-email  

We can all struggle with how we’re feeling, but sometimes things get tough and 
it can be difficult to cope. For so many young people, when this happens, they 
don’t get the help they need, when they need it. But together, we can change 

this. 

By wearing yellow this World Mental Health Day on 10th October, and        
donating what you can, you can show young people that you’re with them. 
Show them that they matter and deserve the support they need, when they 

need it, no matter what. 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/carol-glenny-1693929204134?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fcarol-glenny-1693929204134&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=pfp-email
https://www.justgiving.com/page/carol-glenny-1693929204134?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fcarol-glenny-1693929204134&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=pfp-email
https://www.justgiving.com/page/carol-glenny-1693929204134?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fcarol-glenny-1693929204134&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=pfp-email


 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29: Goals of  Education 

We were absolutely delighted to have some visitors in school on Tuesday and 
Wednesday - our lovely parents and carers for the pupils in Year 1 who came 
to  visit our Reading River! The children had worked really hard at home,  
reading everything and anything they could get their hands on, and creating 
these beautiful collages. They listened really carefully to three stories in the hall 
and joined in with the repeated words.  



 



Introducing the October Half Term Reading Challenge 

In a few weeks’ time, children will be set the challenge of demonstrating 

that reading matters by reading every day of the half-term 

break. They will then share with the rest of the school which books they 
have read by creating a super hero cape adorned with the front covers of 
the books they have read in our whole-school assembly on Monday 6th 
November! 

These capes can either be created on paper - a sheet will be coming 
home with every child in the next few weeks - or they can create a fabric 
cape of their own to wear into the assembly. Instructions for making a 
simple cape can be found here: https://www.howweelearn.com/diy-
superhero-cape/          or follow the instructions on the next page. 

Once the cape is made, your child (and you!) can draw on the front cover 
of one of the books your child has read over half term, or several of the 
books if they want to, to decorate their cape. 

I’m hoping that as many families as possible will take part in this     
challenge - it would be wonderful to have an assembly full of reading  
super heroes! 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Article 29:  Goals of Education 



All you need is a white pillow case (old will do!) and a pair of scissors - 
No sewing required! 

How to make a Superhero cape 

1. Choose a pillowcase that has a folded edge at the opening.  Almost all of them do. 

2. Cut the pillowcase in two -  lay the pillowcase down flat, and 
cut off the seam, cut along the bottom of the pillowcase, and up 
the third side, so you have two rectangles. The  rectangle that 
has the folded edge will become the cape. 

3. Cut a thin strip off the bottom, or one side, of the other      rectan-
gle of fabric. This will be the cape’s string.   

4. Finally, thread that cut off strip through the top of the cape (the   
folded down part at the opening of the pillowcase). 

5. Decorate! 

 

Happy reading, everyone!  

Miss Challand 

Every child who takes part will have their name entered into a 
prize draw to take home an especially designed ‘Reading Is My 
Super Power’ t-shirt! 



Recently, Anvikka participated 
in the European Youth Chess 

Championships and represented 
the England Girls under 8 

group. She achieved 5 points 
and the winner had 7 ½ points. 
What a fantastic  achievement!   



This week, we introduced our new code of     
conduct to the children.  There are lots of lovely 
stickers that children can collect for following the 

code. 

We are gentle and 
kind. 

We are respectful 
and polite to     

everyone. 

We are helpful to 
others. We listen well to all 

of the adults and to 
other children. 

We are calm and 
sensible. 

We look after 
school resources 

and property 
We are honest and 

truthful. 

Our Code of Conduct makes things fair 
and keeps everyone safe in school. 





It has come to our attention that lots of children are using WhatsApp out of 
school and some pupils are using it to send inappropriate messages.        

Please note that you have to be 16+ to use WhatsApp. 











Monday 9th October Y5/6 Bikeability. 

Tuesday 10th October Hello Yellow fundraiser for MIND. Wear something yellow 
to school and make a donation via our Just Giving page. 

Tuesday 10th October Y6 visit to The Royal Opera House. 

Wednesday 11th October  Open Day for Reception 2023/24—please ring the office if 
you would like to book a space (places are limited.) 

Friday 13th October The window to administer the Reception baseline           
assessment closes. 

Tuesday 17th October Y6 CB Moorhens class assembly at 9.15am—CANCELLED 
(parents/carers, please attend the poetry slam instead.) 

Tuesday 17th October Peer mediation training for Y5 JE Kittiwakes 

Thursday 19th October Peer mediation training for Y5 SD Woodpeckers 

Monday 23rd October Protective Behaviours (personal safety) lessons in school. 

Tuesday 24th October YR  reading workshop for parents/carers at 2.30pm. 

Tuesday 24th October Y6 JvS Swans poetry slam. 

Wednesday 25th October Y6 CB Moorhens poetry slam. 

Friday 27th October MUFTI (non-uniform) Day—bring 50p if your child wears 
their own choice of clothes to school. 

Monday 6th November Pupils return to school after the half-term holiday. 

Tuesday 7th November Y6 JvS Swans class assembly at 9.15am— CANCELLED 
(parents/carers, please attend the poetry slam instead.) 

 



Monday 30th October—Friday 3rd November school closed. 

Tuesday 7th November YR Diwali party from 2.00pm—parents/carers are invited. 

Thursday 9th November Y2 visit Warwick Castle. 

Friday 10th November Second City Brass Ensemble visiting school. 

Friday 10th November Y2 Bikeability session. 

Tuesday 14th November Y2 LM Swallows class assembly at 9.15am. 

Thursday 16th November Y5 and Y6  visit The Royal Shakespeare Theatre to watch 
“The Box of Delights.” 

Tuesday 21st November Y1 EL Kingfishers class assembly at 10.15am. 

Wednesday 22nd November YR Maths workshop for parents/carers at 2.30pm. 

Thursday 23rd November Y3 and Y4 visit The Belgrade theatre to watch “Cinderella.” 

Friday 24th November MUFTI (non-uniform) Day—bring 50p if your child wears 
their own choice of clothes to school. 

Tuesday 28th November Y5 JE Kittiwakes class assembly at 9.15am. 

Monday 4th December School closed for staff training. 

Wednesday 6th December  Reception Nativity at 9.30am. 

Monday 11th December Reception, Y1 and Y2 visit Warwick Arts’ Centre to watch 
“The Gruffalo.” 

Tuesday 12th December Christmas crafts for Y1 and Y2 families. 

Wednesday 13th December Y1 and Y2 carol concert at 9.30am. 

Thursday 14th December Y3 and Y4 carol concert at 2.15pm. 

Friday 15th December Y5 and Y6 carol concert at 2.15pm. 

 



Have a nice weekend. 

Best wishes from Miss 
Glenny 


